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Child Evangelism 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


T WAS a lovely picture—one 
To cause men’s hearts to sing: 
The tender Saviour, hedged about 
With children. Clustering 


Like bees about a fragrant rose, 
They sat upon His knee 

And clung to Him, and leaned on Him— 
A pleasant sight to see. 


It must have brought to His tired heart 
A restful, sweet release 

From human greed and unbelief— 
An interval of peace. 


He said, “Forbid them not to come 
To Me—of such as these 

Is Heaven’s Kingdom made.” His words 
Still linger on the breeze. 

And still earth’s streets and highways 

teem 

With boys and girls. Today 

His voice still calls. How CAN they come 
If they know not the way? 


ve 


Fred Mitchell’s Home-Going 
Like Barnabas, Fred Mitchell of 
London “was a good man, and full of 
the Holy Ghost and of faith.” Doubt- 
less it could be said of him also that 
through his ministry “much people was 
added unto the Lord,” and certainly 
multitudes of believers throughout the 


world have been strengthened by him 
in the Lord. He was a versatile, thor- 
oughly consecrated, Christian business- 
man, having a high place in Christian 
leadership. By profession he was a 
chemist and manufacturing druggist; he 
could play the piano and organ; he was 
a keen Bible student, and an exception- 
ally good speaker and writer, never 
talking too long; since 1943 he had been 
Home Director in England of the China 
Inland Mission, and he was also chair- 
man of the Keswick Council and often 
a speaker at the Convention. In God's 
mysterious providence, Mr. Mitchell 
was a passenger on the jet airliner of 
the British Overseas Airways which 
crashed in a violent thunderstorm near 
Calcutta on May 2, killing all the thirty- 
seven passengers and six crew members. 
Mr. Mitchell had attended the very im- 
portant conference of the leaders of the 
China Inland Mission Overseas Mission- 
ary Fellowship in Singapore, had then 
taken part in meetings at the Singapore 
Seminary, and was on his way back 
to England to be there in time to make 
preparations for the Keswick Conven- 
tion. His sudden Home-going in this 
tragic way was a shock to his many 
Christian friends throughout the world, 
and to Mrs. Mitchell, their two daugh- 
ters and one son. It is good to record 


“ 


The Consecration 


ESTMINSTER ABBEY, in the 
City of London, on June 2 of this 
year, will be the scene of a cere- 


mony and spectacle the like of which is 
unparalleled in our modern world. On 
that day, Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 
II, will receive her crown in a religious 
ceremony much of which has remained 
constant for the past 1,200 years. Under 
British law there is no interregnum be- 
tween the end of one reign and the be- 
ginning of the next. Immediately on 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“He shall choose our inheritance 
for us” (Psa. 47:4a). 




















that the members of his family are all 
believers and are trusting wholly in the 
Lord in this time of great trial. It seems 
almost impossible for one man to re- 
place Fred Mitchell, but the Lord knows 
what His plans are for the work that His 
servant had to lay down. Mr. Mitchell 
wrote at least four very helpful little 
books: “Over to China,” the story of 
a visit he made a few years ago; “The 
Lamb Upon His Throne,” his Bible read- 
ings in Revelation at the 1951 Kes- 
wick Convention; “The Stewardship of 
Money,” a valuable study of Christian 
giving: “The Life of St. Paul,” a har- 
mony of Scripture passages entirely in 
the words of Scripture; and a leaflet, 
“The Everyday Christian Life,” pub- 
lished in THE SuNDAY ScHoot Trmes No- 
vember 15, 1952. Mr. Mitchell was an 
unusually gracious Christian gentleman, 
efficient, cheerful, simple and pleasant 
in his manner, a fine Bible teacher, and 
a good chairman. Surely he has had an 
abundant entrance into the presence of 
his Lord. And while he never would 
have said it of himself, yet these words 
of Paul are most applicable to him: 
“Now thanks be 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savour of his knowl- 
edge by us in every place. For we are 
unto God a sweet savour of Christ.” 





unto God, which always 
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of a Queen 


the death of the sovereign, an order for 
the proclamation of the new sovereign 
is made by the Accessions Council. The 
proclamation is then approved by the 
Privy Council and is read in the capital 
cities of the United Kingdom and in 
many of the provincial cities and towns. 
Therefore, Queen Elizabeth II has been 
reigning by proclamation since the death 
of her father, King George VI, even 
though she will not officially receive her 
crown until June 2. 

In earlier times the title of the serv- 
ice at which British monarchs were 
crowned was not the Coronation Serv- 
ice but the Consecration of the Sover- 
eign. Perhaps the most dramatic mo- 
ment in the ceremony is the crowning, 
but the very heart of the whole cere- 
mony is not the crowning but the anoint- 
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ing, when by hallowing with the holy 
oil the monarch is “anointed, blessed 
and consecrated Queen over the peoples 
whom the Lord God hath given her to 
tule and govern.” 

While an account of the Coronation of 
her father, King George VI, was broadcast 
by radio, the Coronation of Queen Eliza- 
beth II will, for the first time in history, 
be televised in part as well as broadcast, 
and many in distant lands will perhaps 
see and hear more of this important 
event than some who will line the streets 
of London as the Coronation procession 
passes, or who are even able to crowd 
into Westminster Abbey. In the United 
States, while committed to a republican 
form of government, there will be many 
who will be keenly interested, for one 
reason or another, in the crowning of 
England’s Queen. Therefore, this brief 
description of the ceremony and of the 
symbolism and the regalia used may give 
viewers and listeners a better under- 
standing*’and appreciation of what they 
see and hear on June 2. 

Long before the Queen and her hus- 
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band, the Duke of Edinburgh, arrive at 
Westminster Abbey, members of the 
Royal Family, royal and other repre- 
sentatives of foreign states, Prime Min- 
isters of the Commonwealths and of the 
United Kingdom, members of Parlia- 
ment, and other invited guests will have 
arrived and will have taken their as- 
signed places. There will be nine sepa- 
rate and distinct processions to the 
Abbey. The last will be that of the 
Queen herself with her military escort, 
senior officers of the armed forces of 
the Commonwealth, Commanders-in- 
Chief, Admirals of the Fleet, Field Mar- 
shals, and the like. 

Following the singing of the Litany, 
the Dean and Prebendaries of Westmin- 
ster, representatives of the Church of 
Scotland, and of the Free Churches, and 
the choir will proceed from the altar to 
the west door of the Abbey to await the 
Queen. Her Majesty will be received 
at the steps of the annexe to the Abbey 
precisely at 11 a.m. by the Earl Mar- 
shal of the Coronation ceremony, the 

(Continued on page 454) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Preparing for the Days 
After the Rapture 


Does the Times approve of John A. 
Leland’s Post Rapture Journal? The 
address is Jacksonville, Fla—A Nova 
Scotia reader. 

No one can resist the sensational ap- 
peal of Mr. Leland’s four-page, news- 
paper-size illustrated sheet called the 
Post Rapture Journal. Volume I, No. 1, 
proclaims itself as an “EXTRA” (which 
it certainly is), bears the cryptic ad- 
dress, “Tribulation City 666,” and this 
weather forecast: “‘A day of darkness 
and of gloominess, a day of clouds and 
of thick darkness’ (Joel 2:2); ‘For then 
shall be great tribulation such as was 
not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be’ (Matt. 
24:21).” Banner headlines say: “Mul- 
titudes Missing—Nations Throughout 
the World Alarmed Over the Mysteri- 
ous Disappearance of People From Off 
the Earth—Nations’ Capitals Are Being 
Flooded with Cablegrams Inquiring 
About the Sudden Event That Has Taken 
So Many Men, Women, and Children.” 
Most of the seventeen pictures show 
tragedies—an airplane crash, a grue- 
some traffic accident, a weeping mother 
by an empty crib, a horrified husband 
beside an empty casket where the body 
of his Christian wife had lain a moment 
before. A revival meeting was sup- 
posedly broken up, graves and prison 
cells and kindergartens were emptied. 
Those taken were of course the saved, 
who had died or were living, and those 


left were the unsaved. The road acci- 
dents were caused by the sudden catch- 
ing away of Christian drivers. 

The main part of the paper is built 
on imagination founded on Scripture 
relating to the Rapture, that is, the sec- 
ond coming of Christ for His Church. 
There are two serious matter-of-fact edi- 
torials by John A. Leland appealing to 
the unsaved and the saved; and an arti- 
cle on “Where Should the Christian Give 
His Money?” by J. B. Marchbanks of 
Bryson City, N. C. Mr. Leland offers 
to send copies of his paper in quantities 
to those who will send him free will 
offerings and address their requests to 
John A. Leland, P. O. Box 35, Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 

There is no question that the paper 
has a strong appeal, but there is a ques- 
tion as to whether it is too sensational 
and imaginary. The idea that there will 
be accidents and chaos everywhere when 
the Church is caught up is not new, but 
the Times doubts its soundness. There 
is no indication of any such condition 
in Scripture relating to the Rapture, and 
it seems more in keeping with God’s 
orderly management of the universe, 
and His merciful kindness toward sin- 
ners, to believe that He will, in His own 
ways and by His own methods, prevent 
simultaneous and universal accidents, 
tragedy, and consequent suffering at the 
moment when the Lord Jesus Christ 
comes for His own in the air (1 Thess. 
4:17). The Bible does teach that there 
will be great tribulation after the Rap- 
ture, but not necessarily that it will 
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burst on the whole world in the twin- 
kling of an eye. 

Last year THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMES 
received from B. D. Stevenson, P. O. 
Box 1096, San Antonio 6, Texas, a wall 
card 8%x1l inches, intended to be a 
witness to those who will be left be- 
hind at the time of the Rapture. It 
reads: 

To WHom It May CoNceERN 


This Household Is Looking for the 
Imminent Return of Our Lord 

_ When it occurs—as it surely will— 
that in a day, in a night, or in an hour, 
it is discovered that millions of peo- 
ple are missing and this home is found 
empty, then know that there has taken 
place that.of which the Apostle Paul 
wrote in First Thessalonians 4:14-17. 
It will mean that Christ has called 
out of this world all the saved, of 
which were we of this household. 
Don’t search for us. We will be back 
in seven years when Christ comes with 
all His saints to destroy Antichrist 
and World Governments and set up 
His Kingdom. Beware of Antichrist 
who will come with lying wonders. 
Don’t be deceived by Antichrist and 
don’t let Antichrist put his mark on 
your forehead or on your hand. Read 
carefully these passages of Scripture 
and pray and understand: Revelation 
13th chapter and the chapters follow- 
ing. Also Daniel’s prophecy. 

A modification of this notice, with 
more Scripture references, was prepared 
by William H. Richie, executive secre- 
tary of the American Scripture Gift Mis- 
sion, in conjunction with a Christian 
printer, W. B. Coleman, 634 Race St., 
Philadelphia 6. There is a wall card on 
art paper, 54x81 inches, and an “Iden- 
tification Card,” 2%x4 inches, with about 
the same message, and space for name 
and address. These pocket cards, which 
may be had on request from Mr. Cole- 
man, contain the following message: 


The Owner of This Card Is Looking 
For the Imminent Return of the 
Lord Jesus Christ 
When it occurs, it will suddenly be 
discovered that thousands of people 
are missing, and the signer of this 
card. Then may you realize the true 
Christian Church has been taken out 
of this world, an event of which the 
Apostle Paul wrote so clearly in 
1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 and 1 Corin- 
thians 15:51-54. It will mean that 
Christ has called His people, those 


who are saved through faith in His 
merits alone, to “ever be with the 
Lord.” 

Do not search for us. We will re- 


turn with Christ, after the years of 
great tribulation, when He comes to 
judge the Anti-Christ and the Gentile 
Nations, and to take the Throne of His 
father, David, as promised Him. We 
would warn any who read this be- 
forehand not to be deceived by Satan, 
but to read Revelation 3. After this 
event, beware being deceived by Anti- 
Christ. Prayerifully read Revelation 
13 and 18. 
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The Coming Coronation and the Christian's Crowns 


Will rewards for faithful service be yours? 





MERICA, as a somewhat young 
A republic, does not recognize roy- 

alty. With the inauguration of 
George Washington as the first Presi- 
dent of the United States, all connection 
with the British Crown was severed, and 
the divine right of kings and all court 
honors were abandoned. Yet during the 
America witnesses 


course of a year 
many make-believe coronations. There 
are so-called “queens” aplenty. So we 


have an annual “Flower Queen,” “Sugar 
Queen.” “Orange Queen,” “Cotton Queen,” 
and scores of other crowned beauties. 
A few “kings” are also chosen, and given 
a cheap insignia of supposed royalty. 

A pageant of the centuries, however, 
is about to unfold before the eyes of mii- 
lions. On June 2, 1953, Queen Elizabeth 
II is to receive her Coronation, and there 
will be no other ceremony like it in our 
modern world. It is reckoned that over 
two million people will line the proces- 
sion route in London, and since the 
Coronation proceedings are to be tele- 
vised, countless numbers all over the 
world will witness the dazzling splendor 
of the auspicious occasion. There will 
be a magnificent array of crowns and 
scepters, priceless robes, gilded carriages, 
hundreds of nobility and clergy clothed 
in their centuries-old attire. 

To the unusual spectacle in Westmin- 
ster Abbey, some 7.000 guests will gather 
in honor of Britain’s young and noble 
Queen, who will wear a robe bearing a 
train eight yards long, and a mantle 
edged with 500 skins of ermine, dappled 
with 650 tails. The jewels the Queen 
and the assembled guests will wear at 
the Coronation will represent a fabulous 
fortune. The robes of Peers and Peer- 
esses alone cost approximately $1,400 
each. New uniforms for the troops will 
also cost a considerable sum. 


THE CORONATION OF THE KING OF KINGS 

There are other coronations, however, 
more significant, glorious, and eternal 
than any earthly nation may witness. 
The royal Book, the Bible, is a Book of 
kings and queens, kingdoms, palaces, 
thrones, crowns, and scepters, gorgeous 
robes, and costly jewels. The corona- 
tion of the Lamb and of the Redeemer 
will outmatch the splendor and glory of 
the crowning of any earthly sovereign. 

Much is said in Scripture, not only of 
the kingliness of Christ, but also of His 
coming Coronation and reign as the King 
of kings. The Lamb upon His throne 
is to wear many crowns or diadems, in- 
dicating, as they will, absolute and 
supreme authority. And, truly, these 
crowns will become the Victor’s brow. 
Their value will be beyond compare. 
The Coronation of Queen Elizabeth in- 


Some years ago at one of the Vic- 
torious Life Conferences at Keswick 
Grove, N. J., Dr. Howard Taylor, son 
of Hudson Taylor, said that he was 
looking forward with eager anticipa- 
tion to the rewards that the Lord 
would give to him, and to all who 
faithfully serve Him, at the time of 
the Resurrection. He said that he 
believed the prospect of such re- 
wards was one legitimate motive for 
patient endurance in the Lord’s 
service, and it is a Scriptural 
thought, for we are exhorted to keep 
“looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for ,the 
joy that was set before him ended 
the cross, despising the shame, and 
is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). With 
the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth 
next month as the background, Dr. 
Lockyer gives in this article a brief 
study of the crowns mentioned in 
Scripture. 








volves the placing of a crown of solid 
gold upon her brow. This Coronation 
Crown can only be worn for a few min- 
utes because of its great weight—nearly 
seven pounds. The Imperial Crown of 
State, which the Queen will wear for 
the best part of the two-and-a-half-hour 
ceremony in Westminster Abbey, is stud- 
ded with 2,783 diamonds, 373 pearls, 18 
sapphires, 11 emeralds, and 5 rubies, 
one of which—the famous Black Prince's 
Ruby, is two inches long and is said to 
be worth about $340,000. The Crown 
Jewels, which have been kept in the 
Tower of London for more than 700 
years, are valued at fifty-six million 
dollars. 

The costly crowns of human potentates, 
however, will pale into insignificance 
alongside the kingly crowns to rest upon 
the Redeemer’s brow when He returns 
as the Prince of the kings of the earth. 
His Coronation, when crowned as Lord 
of all, will far exceed the grandeur of 
the coming Coronation of Britain’s 
Queen. Presently He is crowned with 
glory and honor (Psa. 8:5; Heb. 2:7, 9; 
Rev. 19:12), but such a crown, so worth- 
ily worn and won, is His in virtue of 
another crown which adorned His brow 
as He died in shame upon a cross. The 
only diadem that the earth, so continu- 
ously crowned with His goodness and 
lovingkindness (Psa. 65:11; 103:4), could 
give Him was one of thorns (John 19: 
2-5). 

Crowned with thorns 

Silent in Thine agony, 

Dying, crushed beneath the load 

Of the wrath and curse of God. 


upon the tree, 


By HERBERT LOCKYER, Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


But as the mighty Victor over Satan 
and the grave, He is now crowned with 
great glory and deserved honor. 

With joy and praise Thy people see 

The crown of glory worn by Thee. 

The question is, Have we given Him 
His Coronation in our lives? Have we 
crowned Him Lord of all? 

Stupendous and wonderful as Queen 
Elizabeth’s Coronation will be, have you 
ever thought of your own coronation, as 
a child of the King? Thrones and crowns 
are associated with all those redeemed 
by the blood. Present crowns are theirs. 


Gracing every Christian’s brow is the 
garland of divine lovingkindness and 
tender mercy (Psa. 103:4). When pru- 


dent, he is “crowned with knowledge” 
(Prov. 14:18) If winter has settled 
down upon his hair, even his hoary head 
can be a crown of glory (Prov. 16:31). 
If aged, then his children’s children are 
his crown (Prov. 17:6). 

Bright, shining, bejeweled crowns are 
also in prospect for the true and faith- 
ful subjects of the Heavenly Sovereign. 
Such crowns become theirs, not by right, 
but as rewards. Each diadem must be 
earned. 


1. THE INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN 
(1 Cor. 9: 24-27). 

This particular reward is for the stead- 
fast racer, and is given for self-control, 
being within the reach of all (Heb. 12:1). 
The denial of self and subjection to 
Christ earn the warrior-saints this cov- 
eted crown. 

A crown incorruptible will be theirs, 

A rich compensation for suffering and loss. 
Athletes strenuously train and exercise 
and deny themselves all ease and grati- 
fication of fleshly desires, in order to 
develop muscle and nerve, that they may 
win a fading laurel. May we keep under 
the body and win a circlet of everlast- 
ing renown! Unless we strive and sacri- 
fice, we cannot expect to be crowned 
(2 Tim. 2:5). 

2. THE CROWN OF LIFE 
(Jas. 1:12; Rev. 2:10). 

To those who “seek for glory and 
honour” by patient continuance (Rom. 
2:7), who suffer and endure unknown 
to fame, “the crown of life” is offered. 
It is also for all faithful martyrs who 
welcome death for Christ’s sake. 


3. THE CROWN OF REJOICING 
(1 Thess. 2:19). 

Here we have the soul-winner’s gar- 
land. Paul looked upon all his Thessa- 
lonian converts as his crown of rejoic- 
ing at the judgment seat of Christ. What 
a crowning day awaits every unselfish 
worker! Will there be any stars in your 
crown? May God save you from a 
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crownless brow, when rewards are be- 
stowed! Let not such a crown be taken 
from your head (Job 19:9; Lam. 5:16; 
Rev. 3:21). 
4. THE CROWN OF GLORY 
(1 Pet. 5:4) 

While glory is the portion of every 
believer in Christ, the crown of glory 
is only for those who are “ensamples 
to the flock” and who “feed the flock” 
and share the Chief Shepherd’s love and 
compassion for His “little flock.” This 
crown is the loyal laborer’s award of 
merit. If you are privileged to serve 
the Master in some pastoral capacity, 
remember that while you will have all 
eternity to celebrate victories, you have 
only a few hours before sunset to win 
them. 

Such reward to him who serveth, 
Far surpasseth earthly fame. 
5. THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
(2 Tim. 4:8). 
Awaiting martyrdom, Paul was con- 


“God Save the Queen!” 
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soled by the fact that he had fought 
a good fight and, throughout his long 
and honored witness for Christ, had kept 
before him the incentive of His .Lord’s 
return. How “this crown will flash in 
brilliant splendor against the background 
of the anathema to be pronounced 
against those who love not Christ’s ap- 
pearing!” Our blessed Lord was cast 
out by the world as unrighteous. Now 
bear His reproach! It is our privilege 
to be rejected by a godless world. When 
He appears in glory, however, we shall 
share the beauty of His spotless right- 
eousness, 

When we reach our coronation, the 
highest rapture in Heaven will not be 
displaying our crowns, making them 
crowns of pride (Isa. 28:1). Whatever 
crowns we earn will be cast at the feet 
of Him who alone is worthy to receive 
all praise and honor (Rev. 4:10, 11). 

OKLAHOMA Clty, OKLA. 


The Biblical background for this cry, used in the coronation 
of British monarchs and found in the British national anthem 


By B. HOWARD MUDDITT 


Mr. Mudditt is director of The Paternoster Press of London, England, 
publishers of sound, evangelical literature. He visited America in 1952, 
and hopes to return for a visit in 1954. 


HERE is one tune that is recognized 

throughout the British Common- 
wealth, and, indeed, in most parts of 
the world: a tune that would bring most 
Britons to their feet wherever they might 
happen to be when they hear it; a tune 
that will probably be the most often 
played of any music during this Corona- 
tion year throughout the nations that 
give allegiance to Queen Elizabeth II— 
“God Save Our Gracious Queen.” 

Does the British reigning monarch ever 
get tired of the national anthem? Many 
of us must have asked ourselves this 
question. Surely to be greeted almost 
automatically upon every official appear- 
ance by the same pedestrian melody— 
and most of the words are of the same 
order—must tax the patience! 

But the opening five words are in a 
class by themselves—indeed, they make 
the British national song almost unique 
among patriotic songs of the world. 
There is but one other that begins with 
the word “God,” and none other that 
begins with a prayer that God would 
extend His saving grace upon the reign- 
ing monarch. “God the All-Terrible!” 
—so used to begin the national song of 
Czarist Russia; and the difference in em- 
phasis is obvious. Whence came the 
unique opening of Britain’s anthem? 

We turn, as, thank God, we turn for 
so much else that is of abiding worth 


among the English-speaking nations, to 
Holy Scripture, that inexhaustible treas- 
ure house of things that are of good re- 
port. And we find that the cry, “God 
save the king!” burst from the lips and 
hearts of men and women on four sig- 
nificant occasions. In these days of re- 
joicing we may well consider them again. 
The words were first spoken of the 
first king in the Scripture record of 
Israel—a man desired in self-will by the 
people, whose decision was stigmatized 
by the divine comment to Samuel, “They 
have rejected me, that I should not reign 
over them” (1 Sam. 8:7). Yet, such is 
the unchanging purpose of God to bless, 
and such His long-suffering grace, that 
the resulting king was in fact “him whom 
the Lord hath chosen,” and one who ful- 
filled the desires of their hearts. For 
they wanted above all a king to “judge 
us, and go out before us, and fight our 
battles” (1 Sam. 8:20). So God pre- 
sented to them a giant indeed, who was 
“higher than any of the people from his 
shoulders and upward” (1 Sam. 10:23). 
And as they looked upon his splendid 
physique, and the modesty of his bear- 
ing, they thought in their hearts, Here 
is the man who shall lead us to victory! 
and the cry burst from their throats, 
“God save the king” (1 Sam. 10:24). 
But king and people had to learn that 
brute fae is of no account by compari- 
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son with spiritual vitality, and, likeable 
giant though he was, Saul departed from 
his God and disappointed his people, and 
died at his own urgent desire, in dis- 
grace and despair. 

The years pass, and again the people 
choose a king by popular vote. David 
is getting old and careless, they think; 
and anyway he was always better at 
the arts of war than of peace, better 
at fighting enemies than at making 
friends. So the crafty Absalom plays 
upon their emotions, and _ establishes 
himself as the popular idol. “Here is 
the man for us!” cry the people. “Here 
is one of ourselves—a good fellow, who 
knows what the common folk need and 
has their interests at heart.” So on the 
crest of a wave of mob hysteria Absalom 
is swept on the throne as a royal dema- 
gogue, until, when Hushai the Archite 
comes to him to pay his homage, he is 
only voicing the popular cry when he 
says, “God save the king, God save the 
king” (2 Sam. 16:16). 

But king and people had to learn that 
popular acclaim and a fair outward show 
are of no account when they are unac- 
companied by “truth in the inward 
parts,” and the people’s idol perished 
miserably, fighting his father and for- 
saken by his friends. 

Once more the years pass; once more 
the people have to make choice of a 
ruler. David was old and bedridden, and 
the cuckoo in the nest saw the chance to 
oust his fellows. So Adonijah, the pretty 
and pampered darling, made his pre- 
mature attempt to seize power. With 
a few of his toadies, he had a little coro- 
nation party of his own and gloated 
over their simpering “God save King 
Adonijah” (1 Kings 1:25). But the popu- 
lar vote went with Solomon; here was 
the great and chosen successor of the 
good king; here was one with all the 
force of vested power behind him, one 
who could start where his father had 
finished. So priest and prophet anointed 
him with music and shouting, and cried, 
“God save King Solomon!” And all the 
populace added their plaudits to the of- 
ficial approval, “so that the earth rent 
with the sound of them” (1 Kings 1:40). 
And as they saw him growing in wis- 
dom and riches and splendor, must they 
not have felt assured that their choice 
had been right? “Wealthy and wise” 
—what more could be needed for a suc- 
cessful king? 

But king and people had to learn that 
a wise head and wealthy hands were of 
no avail when they were allied to a 
wandering heart that preferred the de- 
lights of many strange women to know- 
ing the way of God more perfectly. So 
Solomon died in dishonor, with revolu- 
tion and dissolution knocking loudly at 
his gilded doors. 

The last king of Scripture to hear the 
acclamation “God save the king!” almost 
missed being a king at all. For fear of 
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his murderous grandmother, Athaliah, 
who wanted to secure all power in her 
own hands, he lived for most of the first 
seven years of his life in the Temple. 
Jehosheba, the former king’s sister, took 
Joash and his nurse, and put them in the 
chamber for the beds—a closet in the 
Temple where they kept the rolled-up 
mats used as bedding by pilgrims—“so 
that he was not slain” (2 Kings 11:2). 
There he lived, unknown and _ unsus- 
pected, for six years; but in the seventh 
year the God-fearing priest, Jehoiada, 
made his plans. Gathering together those 
whom he knew he could trust, he pro- 
duced his king out of the Temple hiding 
place, a feeble, unknown, unsophisticated 
child. Yet they put the crown upon his 
head, and the Law of God into his hands, 
and cried, “God save the King” (2 Kings 
11:12). 

He was not a fighting leader, like Saul; 
he was not a popular idol, like Absalom: 
he was neither wealthy nor wise, like 
Solomon; he was but a child. Yet of 
such is the Kingdom of Heaven: of such 
childlike faith indeed are those who one 
day, by sovereign grace, will cry, “He 
made us to be a kingdom”; and the child 
out of the Temple hiding place made the 
best king of them all. 

And the secret? “While his heart was 
tender” he learned to know God and 
to follow His way. For his foster mother, 
herself the daughter of a king, and the 
wife of the good Jehoiada, trained him 
in the words and ways of God, and, as 
a direct consequence of his early train- 
ing, he “did that which was right in the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


eyes of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada 
the priest” (2 Chron. 24:2). Moreover, 
his godly example brought blessings to 
his nation, for he not only broke the 
entail of evil that had descended upon 
the royal house of Judah by the ungodly 
alliance with Athaliah, of the house of 
Ahab, and established a dynasty of un- 
broken godliness until after the reign of 
Hezekiah, his great-grandson, but in a 
more direct and positive sense he re- 
called his people to God; for “Jehoiada 
made a covenant between the Lord and 
the king and the people, that they should 
be the Lord’s people” ( 2 Kings 11:17). 

So this year as we British folk cry, 
“God save the Queen!” we know that 
our American cousins will join us in 
prayer that He will, indeed, save her 
from the error that mistakes force for 
strength; from the folly that values the 
voice of the people above the voice of 
God; from the delusion that equates 
majesty with pomp; and from the snare 
of paying undue regard to a well-filled 
purse or a well-stored mind and forget- 
ting that the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom and that to know 
Him is life eternal. We can pray, too, 
that while her heart is tender she may 
seek after the God of her father: that 
she may make a covenant with the Lord 
that her people shall be the Lord's peo- 
ple, and she herself but His servant all 
the days of her life; so that at the end 
she may receive an abundant entrance 
into the everlasting Kingdom of her Lord 
and ours. 

LONDON, ENG. 


1. Delivered From Christian Science 


When the truth that Christ Jesus is God dawned in a darkened heart 


By MAY HUMPHREY PEASE 


Many Sunday School Times readers will recall Mrs. Pease’s earlier 
articles, “Christian Science and the Bible Compared,” which appeared 


in 1945. 


In this present article, and a second which will be published 


next week, she tells of the escape of a dear friend, who for nine years 
was a “practitioner” in the false cult, Christian Science. 


F THERE ever was a time when I 

desired to give a testimony of the 
Lord Jesus Christ which would fairly 
slow with the faithfulness of His saving 
grace, it is now as I seek to write of 
my beloved friend, Margaret Eleanor 
Booze (Mrs. Benjamin T. Booze), who 
entered into His presence June 12, 1952. 

Nobody could think of Mrs. Booze 
apart from the Lord Jesus whom she 
loved. He was the object of her heart’s 
devotion, the center of her life’s activ- 
ities. The greatest reality in her forty 
years of Christian ministry was the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself. To us who knew 
her it seems incredible that there ever 
was a time when she failed to give Him 
the full credit of His Godhead. Yet 
such was the case. Perhaps that is why 
she loved Him so deeply. She never for- 


got that for twelve years she had called 
Him, in whom “dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9), a 
mere man and deserved His rebuke. 
“Thou thoughtest that I was altogether 
such an one as thyself” (Psa. 50:21). 
She that is forgiven much loveth much. 

Mrs. Booze was a Southern gentle- 
woman. No other term so accurately 
describes her innate dignity, gentle re- 
serve, unfailing courtesy, fighting spirit, 
and warm-heartedness. Born in Ten- 
nessee of Christian parents, she was 
brought up in the Presbyterian Church, 
a professing Christian, but by her own 
confession not then “born again.” She 
had a mind eager for knowledge and, 
after her graduation from college, en- 
tered many fields of learning, including 
religious fields, ever seeking light. She 
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was a student of the Bible, but taught 
it as great literature and was ignorant 
of its spiritual content. Thus it came 
about that, when Christian Science, ar- 
rayed as “an angel of light” (2 Cor. 
11:14), crossed har path, she was com- 
pletely deceived. It first came to her 
attention when a friend handed her its 
textbook to’read. Wishing to learn the 
secret of its teaching she took it, but 
soon saw its inconsistencies and threw 
it across the room. The second time she 
took it up, it met the same fate. “But 
the third time I picked up the book,” 
she told me, “Satan blinded me com- 
pletely, and for twelve years I walked 
in the darkness of Christian Science, 
confident that I walked in truth. Nine 
of those years I was a practitioner. I 
never questioned the teaching of Mrs. 
Eddy. Faults in my own life and in the 
lives of others, I attributed to human 
failure. Never did I doubt the teaching 
itself.” 

Wondering by what means the Holy 
Spirit awakened her from this sleep 
of death, I asked, “Since you never 
doubted the teaching of Christian Sci- 
ence and no one ever warned you against 
it, what did bring you out? What first 
gave you pause?” 

For a long moment she sat in silence, 
then thoughtfully said: 

“It was when I learned that a friend 
had secured for the sum of $300 one 
of Mrs. Eddy’s earliest writings. I have 
always had a mind eager for knowledge. 
It was this same craving for knowledge 
that led me in every direction seeking 
truth, until, in Christian Science, I 
thought I had found it. So I wanted to 
read this early copy for myself, think- 
ing to find in it a freshness of thought 
and simplicity of truth, that would en- 
rich my mind and gladden my heart. 

“With a friend as eager as myself to 
drink of the ‘Fountain of Truth,’ we 
went to the house where the treasured 
volume was kept. For hours we pored 
over the book in silence. It was not 
what I had expected. The grammar, the 
wording, the changes between this first 
‘revelation’ of Mrs. Eddy’s and her sub- 
sequent works, were all most disquiet- 
It offended me, though I said noth- 
That rare book was what first gave 
I had always been a student 
of the Bible, and knew the difference 
between ‘inspiration’ and ‘revelation.’ 
I could not dismiss from my mind the 
thoughts that thronged it as to the vast 
difference between Mrs. Eddy’s first 
‘revelation’ and her later ones. A spirit 
of unrest entered my heart from that 
time. I knew that Jesus Christ was the 
crux of the whole matter, and cease- 
lessly my heart cried out, ‘Who is Jesus? 
Is He God or is He man?’” 

That unrest, though she knew it not, 
was the first faint stirrings of the Spirit 
of God for her deliverance. “Finally,” 
She told me, “driven by my unrest, I 
gathered together every book on Chris- 
tian Science I had in the house and, 
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climbing upon a chair, placed them on 
the top shelf of my kitchen cabinet. 
Then I took my Bible and sat down to 
think it through. The blessed Spirit 
was wooing, but my mind was so dark- 
ened that I did not know where in the 
Bible to turn, or where to begin. So 
I began in the beginning. But quickly 
came the thought so long held that all 
was not truth, and I hastily shut the 
Book, wondering where I could find help. 
Suddenly from out of the past words 
spoken to me when only a young girl, 
flashed into my mind. An old Metho- 
dist minister had said, ‘Remember, my 
child, that God has three times safe- 
guarded His Word. once in the begin- 
ning, then in the middle. again at the 
end.’ I did not know where to find the 
Scriptures he quoted, but with a Bible 
concordance looked them up. 

“*Ye shall not add unto the word which 
I command you, neither shall ye dimin- 
ish ought from it, that ye may keep the 
commandments of the Lord your God 
which I command you’ (Deut. 4:2). 

“‘Every word of God is pure: he is a 
shield unto them that put their trust in 
him. Add thou not unto his words, lest 
he reprove thee, and thou be found a 
liar’ (Prov. 30:5, 6). 

“‘If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book: 
and if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part out of the 
book of life. and out of the holy city, 
and from the things which are written 
in this book’ (Rev. 22:18, 19). 

“Knowing that Mrs. Eddy does add to 
and take from the Scriptures. these 
strong statements added greatly to my 
distress. Day by day my unrest became 
greater, my heart more troubled. One 
day. as I was passing Willard Hall, in 
Chicago, I heard music and yielded to 
an impulse to go in and hear the Ser- 
mon. The services were strange to one 
so accustomed to the services of the 
Christian Science church. I recall noth- 
ing that was said. Nothing impressed 
me save Only the words of one song, 
‘God Will Take Care of You’—a new 
and blessed thought to one so long re- 
garding God as an impersonal being. As 
I came out of the meeting, somebody 
handed me a little red-covered copy of 
John’s Gospel. I read it again and again, 
but its light failed to penetrate my dark- 
ened mind. Then with the agonizing 
cry in my heart that would not be stilled, 
‘Who is Jesus—is He God or man?’ I 
threw myself upon my knees by my 
couch and, while still kneeling, read 
again the little book. 

“Suddenly the light came. I do not 
know how it came, but all at once I 
knew that Jesus was God. I saw Him 
hanging upon the cross for me a miser- 
able sinner, not ‘incapable of sin’ as I 
had so long thought, and a great con- 
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viction of sin came upon me. I had for 
twelve years called Jesus a man when 
He was God. I prayed for just one 
thing. The Holy Spirit had made me 
know.my need, so I prayed for forgive- 
ness. As I prayed, forgiveness came. A 
great and holy peace entered my heart 
never to be taken away. An indescrib- 
able gladness flooded my soul. 

“When my husband came home and 
I told him that I had found out that I 
was a sinner and had found my Saviour, 
tears came to his eyes. He had always 
said, ‘Some day you will find out that 
Christian Science is not what you think 
it is, but after twelve years he had 
almost given up hope. As we sat there, 
my heart full of joy in the blessedness 
of my new-found Saviour, suddenly he 
asked, ‘What about your friends?’ Mo- 
mentarily my heart sank, for I had not 
thought of that. but quickly came the 
new gladness and I said. ‘It will be all 
right if they do go. I shall have Jesus.’ 
And go they did, every one, even the 
most intimate and dearly beloved of 
them all. I had become ‘error’ to them, 
and they dared not continue with me. 
I immediately wrote to the Mother 
Church in Boston, to the First Church of 
Christ, Scientist, to the Journal, and 
publishing houses, withdrawing from the 
church and severing all connections, tes- 
tifying to each of my faith in Jesus the 
Son of God and the only Saviour of the 
world. Today, after these many years 
of blessed fellowship with my Lord, 
those years of wandering seem like a 
dream, a nightmare.” 

For a brief moment she was silent, 
then turned to me, and a smile of such 
absolute radiance flashed across her 
face that I thought. “Moses wist not that 
the skin of his face shone” (Exod. 34:29). 

(To be continued) 
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The Consecration of a Queen 
(Continued from second page) 


Duke of Norfolk; by the high ceremonial 
officers. the Lords who will carry the 
regalia in the procession: by the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York; and 
by the other bishops assisting in the 
service and ceremony. The procession 
will be marshaled in the vestibule and 
at 11.15 a.m. the Queen will join the pro- 
cession, wearing her crimson Parlia- 
mentary robe and Cap of State with 
diadem. She will enter by the west 
door of the Abbey as trumpets sound 
a fanfare, and she will proceed through 
the nave and the choir to the Chair of 
Estate on the south side of the sanctuary 
near the altar, while the choir sings an 
ancient anthem, “I was glad when they 
said unto me we will go into the house 
of the Lord.” 

If the order of the ceremony follows 
that used at the Coronation of the late 
King George VI, the first rite to be per- 
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formed will be that of the Recognition, 
in which the Queen will stand by the 
Coronation Chair and face, in turn, each 
Side of the Abbey as she is “presented” 
to the multitude as their “undoubted 
Queen.” Their response will be a loud 
shout, “God save Queen Elizabeth!” The 
Archbishop of Canterbury will then ad- 
minister the Coronation Oath in which, 
in answer to the Archbishop's questions, 
the Queen will promise to govern her 
peoples according to their laws and cus- 
toms, to “cause Law, and Justice, in 
Mercy, to be executed,” and to uphold 
the faith. She will then swear to keep 
the Oath, will sign it, and will also sign 
the Declaration prescribed by Act of 
Parliament. 

Immediately after the Queen has 
kissed the Bible and signed the Oath, 
a departure from earlier Coronation 
ceremonies wil] take place, recognizing 
the Church of Scotland. The Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland will take the Bible from 
the Dean of Westminster, and will pre- 
sent it to the Queen, while the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury commends it to 
her as “the most valuable thing that the 
world affords. Here is wisdom; this is 
the Royal Law; these are the lively 
oracles of God.” 

At this point the Communion Service 
of the Church of England will begin with 
the singing of the Introit, which will 
be followed by the Prayer, the reading 
of the Epistle and the Gospel (Matt. 
22:21), the Creed and the singing of 
the hymn, “Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls 
Inspire.” Then, while four Knights of 
the Garter hold over the Coronation 
Chair a golden canopy, the Queen will 
discard her Robe of State and her Cap, 
and will seat herself in the Coronation 
Chair, or King Edward’s Chair. This 
is the famous seat which it is believed 
Edward I had built to contain the Stone 
of Destiny. or the Stone of Scone, on 
which kings and queens of England are 
crowned. 

While the Queen is seated in King 
Edward’s Chair, the Dean of Westmin- 
ster will pour the holy anointing oil 
from the Ampulla, an_ eagle-shaped 
golden vessel, into the bow] of the richly 
ornamented Anointing Spoon, which 
dates as far back as the twelfth century. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury will then 
anoint the Queen with the oil, on her 
hand, her breast, and the crown of her 
head, symbolizing the consecration to 
God of her mind and will, her affections, 
and her deeds, and by this ceremony 
will bless her, and consecrate her as 
monarch and make her ready to receive 
the royal vestments and regalia that are 
the outward symbols of her office. The 
golden canopy will then be removed and 
the Queen will be vested in a sleeve- 


less garment called the Colobium Sin- 


donis and with the Supertunica, a sleeved 
tunic made of cloth of gold and lined 
with crimson silk, and with a girdle, all 
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symbolizing the religious significance of 
her office. 

But the Queen as a religious minister 
must also be armed as a Christian 
Knight. With the Queen again seated 
in King Edward’s Chair, the Lord Great 
Chamberlain will bring the Golden 
Spurs from the altar and will touch 
them to her hand. He will then hand 
her the Jeweled Sovereign's Sword, 
while the Archbishop will exhort her, 
“With this Sword do justice ... pro- 
tect the holy Church of God, help and 
defend widows and orphans...” The 
Queen will then rise and lay this sword 
upon the altar in recognition of the fact 
that her authority comes from God and 
is rendered back to Him. 

She will then return to King Edward's 
Chair where the Armilla, a heavily em- 
broidered stole, will be placed over her 
shoulders, and she will then be robed 
with the Robe Royal, or Pall, of cloth 
of gold, and, sitting down, she will ac- 
cept from the Archbishop the Orb with 
the Cross, a golden globe six inches in 
diameter, circled with jewels and sur- 
mounted by a great amethyst upon which 
is a jeweled cross. The Archbishop will 
appeal to her to “remember that the 
whole world is subject to the power and 
empire of Christ, our Redeemer.” The 
Queen will then return the Orb to the 
Dean of Westminster, and the Arch- 
bishop will place upon her finger the 
Queen’s Ring as a symbol of “kingly dig- 
nity.” He will then hand her the Scepter 
with the Cross to hold in her right hand, 
“the ensign of kingly power and justice”; 
and the Scepter with the Dove. “the 
Rod of Equity and Mercy,” to hold in 
her left hand. 

The first of these scepters is a golden 
jeweled rod about thirty-six inches long 
in which is set a magnificent heart- 
shaped diamond, the largest of the stones 
cut from the Cullinan diamond. This is 
surmounted by an amethyst in the shape 
of an orb, which is in turn surmounted 
by a diamond-and-emerald-studded cross. 
The Scepter with the Dove is a golden 
rod about forty-one inches long, headed 
by a golden orb. upon which is a gold 
and white enameled dove symbolic of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Finally, the Archbishop will take King 
Edward’s Crown from the altar, where 
it was placed at the beginning of the 
service. This is the crown named for 
Edward the Confessor. It was made for 
the Coronation of Charles II after the 
pattern of the ancient crown that was 
destroyed in Cromwell's day. It is heav- 
ily blazoned with jewels, and has twin 
arches of gold, encrusted with jewels, that 
meet above the velvet cap that is within 
the crown. These arches are surmounted 
by an orb and a cross, studded with dia- 
monds and rubies and from which hang 
large pendant pearls. So heavy is this 
crown (nearly seven pounds) that the 
Queen will wear it only for a short time 
during the ceremony. Later and be- 
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fore she leaves the Abbey, it will be 
replaced by the lighter Imperial Crown 
of State, which weighs a little more 
than thirty-nine ounces, and which con- 
tains such gems as the Black Prince’s 
ruby; the second largest stone cut from 
the Cullinan diamond; the great Stuart 
sapphire from the crown of Charles IJ; 
another sapphire said to be from the ring 
of Edward the Confessor; and four pear- 
shaped pearls which tradition says were 
earrings of Elizabeth I. 

As the Archbishop takes King Ed- 
ward’s Crown from the altar, he will 
pray that the Queen may be crowned 
with “all princely virtues.” He will then 
place the crown upon the Queen’s head. 
At that moment the people, with loud 
shouts will cry, “God save the Queen,” 
the Peers and Peeresses and Kings at 
Arms will put on their coronets, the 
trumpets will sound, and the guns in the 
Tower of London will be fired to inform 


the nation that the Queen has been 
crowned. The Archbishop will next 
pronounce ‘a_ Benediction upon the 
Queen. 


The Queen will then be escorted from 
the Coronation Chair to the Throne, and 
the ceremony known as the Homage 
will begin, in which the Archbishop, the 
Bishops, Princes of the Blood Royal, 
and the senior members of each degree 
of the Peerage (with coronets removed) 
will in turn kneel before the Queen, 
repeat the words of homage, and will 
then rise and touch the crown and kiss 
the Queen's left cheek while the other 
Peers, spiritual and temporal, will kneel 
in their places and repeat with the heads 
of their Orders the words of homage. 
It has not yet been determined just when 
the Duke of Edinburgh will render hom- 
age to the Queen. He may precede the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, or may im- 
mediately follow him. During the Hom- 
age Ceremony a number of anthems will 
be sung by the choir. At the close, the 
Queen will remove her crown, will kneel 
at the altar, the Communion Service 
will continue, and at the proper point 
in the Service the Queen will receive 
communion. 

After the final Benediction, and dur- 
ing the singing of the Te Deum. the 
Queen, wearing her crown, will leave 
the area before the altar for King Ed- 
ward’s Chapel. Here her Royal Robe 
of State will be changed for her Robe 
of Purple Velvet, and King Edward's 
Crown will be replaced by the Imperial 
Crown. Thus arrayed, and carrying the 
Scepter with the Cross and the Orb, the 
Queen will proceed, attended by the 
Bishops and others who have officiated 
in the Coronation Ceremony, through 
the choir and down the nave to the west 
door of the Abbey, as the National An- 
them swells forth. Thus the Coronation 
Ceremony will have been completed, 
and the procession back to Buckingham 
Palace will begin. 

Shall we not pray for the new Queen 
that she may, in her own personal and 
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public life, s© acknowledge Christ as 
her Saviour and Lord and yield to Him 
her devotion and obedience that she 
may be an example to her people, and 
may lead her nation in righteousness 
and equity so that God may richly bless 
her and her family and her people? Her 
godly great-great-grandmother, Queen 
Victoria, is credited with saying that her 
greatest joy would be to place her crown 
at the feet of her Saviour. May Queen 
Elizabeth II no less serve and honor 
Him through a long and prosperous 
reign. 

Christians the world over who listen 
to, or watch, or who read about the 
beauty and majesty and symbolism of 
this remarkable ceremony wil] be re- 
minded of that infinitely greater Corona- 
tion of the King of kings and Lord of 
lords that they will one day be priv- 
ileged to attend, having “washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.” Already the Father has 
“presented” Him, saying, “Thou art my 
beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased” 
(Luke 3:22). Many have been waiting 
long and patiently, “looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all in- 
iquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works” (Titus 
2:13, 14). We have been echoing John’s 
cry, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 
22:20), and perhaps some, enduring suf- 
fering and persecution for His sake, have 
been tempted to cry, “How long, O Lord, 
how long?” 

But the time is coming, and it may 
not be far distant, when the arches of 
Heaven will ring with the shout, “Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory 
and honour and power: for thou hast 
created all things, and for‘ thy pleasure 
they are and were created” (Rev. 4:11). 
We shall join the cry that will ascend 
from ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands, “Worthy is 


the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and 


blessing” (Rev. 5:12), and we shall bow 
before Him in adoration and worship 
and praise to cast before Him the crowns 
with which He has rewarded us for 
faithful service. We may there behold 
Him, unabashed, and unashamed for 
Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
Are all my ornament and dress: 
Fearless, with these pure garments on, 
I'll view the splendors of Thy throne! 
Earthly kings may pass and thrones may 
topple, but the throne of the King of 
kings shall stand for ever and ever, and 
of His Kingdom there shall be no end. 





Much of this information has been obtained 
from a small brochure, ‘‘Coronation Souvenir,” 
published by The Christian Herald, 4 Western 
Esplanade, Portslade, Brighton, Sussex; and 
from releases distributed in America by the 
British Information Service, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York 20. 
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climbing upon a chair, placed them on 
the top shelf of my kitchen cabinet. 
Then I took my Bible and sat down to 
think it through. The blessed Spirit 
was wooing, but my mind was so dark- 
ened that I did not know where in the 
Bible to turn, or where to begin. So 
I began in the beginning. But quickly 
came the thought so long held that all 
was not truth, and I hastily shut the 
Book, wondering where I could find help. 
Suddenly from out of the past words 
spoken to me when only a young girl, 
flashed into my mind. An old Metho- 
dist minister had said, ‘Remember, my 
child, that God has three times safe- 
guarded His Word. once in the begin- 
ning, then in the middle, again at the 
end.’ I did not know where to find the 
Scriptures he quoted, but with a Bible 
concordance looked them up. 

“*Ye shall not add unto the word which 
I command you, neither shall ye dimin- 
ish ought from it, that ye may keep the 
commandments of the Lord your God 
which I command you’ (Deut. 4:2). 

“‘Every word of God is pure: he is a 
shield unto them that put their trust in 
him. Add thou not unto his words, lest 
he reprove thee, and thou be found a 
liar’ (Prov. 30:5, 6). 

“If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book: 
and if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part out of the 
book of life. and out of the holy city, 
and from the things which are written 
in this book’ (Rev. 22:18, 19). 

“Knowing that Mrs. Eddy does add to 
and take from the Scriptures. these 
strong statements added greatly to my 
distress. Day by day my unrest became 
greater, my heart more troubled. One 
day. as I was passing Willard Hall, in 
Chicago, I heard music and yielded to 
an impulse to go in and hear the ser- 
mon. The services were strange to one 
so accustomed to the services of the 
Christian Science church. I recall noth- 
ing that was said. Nothing impressed 
me save only the words of one song, 
‘God Will Take Care of You’—a new 
and blessed thought to one so long re- 
garding God as an impersonal being. As 
I came out of the meeting, somebody 
handed me a little red-covered copy of 
John’s Gospel. I read it again and again, 
but its light failed to penetrate my dark- 
ened mind. Then with the agonizing 
cry in my heart that would not be stilled, 
‘Who is Jesus—is He God or man?’ I 
threw myself upon my knees by my 
couch and, while still kneeling, read 
again the little book. 

“Suddenly the light came. I do not 
know how it came, but all at once I 
knew that Jesus was God. I saw Him 
hanging upon the cross for me a miser- 
able sinner, not ‘incapable of sin’ as I 
had so long thought, and a great con- 
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viction of sin came upon me. I had for 
twelve years called Jesus a man when 
He was God. I prayed for just one 
thing. The Holy Spirit had made me 
know.my need, so I prayed for forgive- 
ness. As I prayed, forgiveness came. A 
great and holy peace entered my heart 
never to be taken away. An indescrib- 
able gladness flooded my soul. 

“When my husband came home and 
I told him that I had found out that I 
was a sinner and had found my Saviour, 
tears came to his eyes. He had always 
said, ‘Some day you will find out that 
Christian Science is not what you think 
it is,’ but after twelve years he had 
almost given up hope. As we sat there, 
my heart full of joy in the blessedness 
of my new-found Saviour, suddenly he 
asked, ‘What about your friends?’ Mo- 
mentarily my heart sank, for I had not 
thought of that. but quickly came the 
new gladness and I said. ‘It will be all 
right if they do go. I shall have Jesus.’ 
And go they did, every one, even the 
most intimate and dearly beloved of 
them all. I had become ‘error’ to them, 
and they dared not continue with me. 
I immediately wrote to the Mother 
Church in Boston, to the First Church of 
Christ, Scientist, to the Journal, and 
publishing houses, withdrawing from the 
church and severing all connections, tes- 
tifying to each of my faith in Jesus the 
Son of God and the only Saviour of the 
world. Today, after these many years 
of blessed fellowship with my Lord, 
those years of wandering seem like a 
dream, a nightmare.” 

For a brief moment she was silent, 
then turned to me, and a smile of such 
absolute radiance flashed across her 
face that I thought. “Moses wist not that 
the skin of his face shone” (Exod. 34:29). 

(To be continued) 


The Consecration of a Queen 
(Continued from second page) 


Duke of Norfolk; by the high ceremonial 
officers. the Lords who will carry the 
regalia in the procession: by the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York; and 
by the other bishops assisting in the 
service and ceremony. The procession 
will be marshaled in the vestibule and 
at 11.15 a.m. the Queen will join the pro- 
cession, wearing her crimson Parlia- 
mentary robe and Cap of State with 
diadem. She will enter by the west 
door of the Abbey as trumpets sound 
a fanfare, and she will proceed through 
the nave and the choir to the Chair of 
Estate on the south side of the sanctuary 
near the altar, while the choir sings an 
ancient anthem, “I was glad when they 
said unto me we will go into the house 
of the Lord.” 

If the order of the ceremony follows 
that used at the Coronation of the late 
King George VI, the first rite to be per- 
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formed will be that of the Recognition, 
in which the Queen will stand by the 
Coronation Chair and face, in turn, each 
Side of the Abbey as she is “presented” 
to the multitude as their “undoubted 
Queen.” Their response will be a loud 
shout, “God save Queen Elizabeth!” The 
Archbishop of Canterbury will then ad- 
minister the Coronation Oath in which, 
in answer to the Archbishop’s questions, 
the Queen will promise to govern her 
peoples according to their laws and cus- 
toms, to “cause Law, and Justice, in 
Mercy, to be executed,” and to uphold 
the faith. She will then swear to keep 
the Oath, will sign it, and will also sign 
the Declaration prescribed by Act of 
Parliament. 

Immediately after the Queen has 
kissed the Bible and signed the Oath, 
a departure from earlier Coronation 
ceremonies will take place, recognizing 
the Church of Scotland. The Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland will take the Bible from 
the Dean of Westminster, and will pre- 
sent it to the Queen, while the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury commends it to 
her as “the most valuable thing that the 
world affords. Here is wisdom; this is 
the Royal Law; these are the lively 
oracles of God.” 

At this point the Communion Service 
of the Church of England will begin with 
the singing of the Introit, which will 
be followed by the Prayer, the reading 
of the Epistle and the Gospel (Matt. 
22:21), the Creed and the singing of 
the hymn, “Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls 
Inspire.” Then, while four Knights of 
the Garter hold over the Coronation 
Chair a golden canopy, the Queen will 
discard her Robe of State and her Cap, 
and will seat herself in the Coronation 
Chair, or King Edward’s Chair. This 
is the famous seat which it is believed 
Edward I had built to contain the Stone 
of Destiny. or the Stone of Scone, on 
which kings and queens of England are 
crowned. 

While the Queen is seated in King 
Edward's Chair, the Dean of Westmin- 
ster will pour the holy anointing oil 
from the Ampulla, an_ eagle-shaped 
golden vessel, into the bow] of the richly 
ornamented Anointing Spoon, which 
dates as far back as the twelfth century. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury will then 
anoint the Queen with the oil, on her 
hand, her breast, and the crown of her 
head, symbolizing the consecration to 
God of her mind and will, her affections, 
and her deeds, and by this ceremony 
will bless her, and consecrate her as 
monarch and make her ready to receive 
the royal vestments and regalia that are 
the outward symbols of her office. The 
golden canopy will then be removed and 
the Queen will be vested in a sleeve- 
less garment called the Colobium Sin-, 
donis and with the Supertunica, a sleeved 
tunic made of cloth of gold and lined 
with crimson silk, and with a girdle, all 
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symbolizing the religious significance of 
her office. 

But the Queen as a religious minister 
must also be armed as a Christian 
Knight. With the Queen again seated 
in King Edward’s Chair, the Lord Great 
Chamberlain will bring the Golden 
Spurs from the altar and will touch 
them to her hand. He will then hand 
her the Jeweled Sovereign's Sword, 
while the Archbishop will exhort her, 
“With this Sword do justice .. . pro- 
tect the holy Church of God, help and 
defend widows and orphans ...” The 
Queen will then rise and lay this sword 
upon the altar in recognition of the fact 
that her authority comes from God and 
is rendered back to Him. 

She will then return to King Edward's 
Chair where the Armilla, a heavily em- 
broidered stole, will be placed over her 
shoulders, and she will then be robed 
with the Robe Royal, or Pall, of cloth 
of gold, and, sitting down, she will ac- 
cept from the Archbishop the Orb with 
the Cross, a golden globe six inches in 
diameter, circled with jewels and sur- 
mounted by a great amethyst upon which 
is a jeweled cross. The Archbishop will 
appeal to her to “remember that the 
whole world is subject to the power and 
empire of Christ, our Redeemer.” The 
Queen will then return the Orb to the 
Dean of Westminster, and the Arch- 
bishop will place upon her finger the 
Queen’s Ring as a symbol of “kingly dig- 
nity.” He will then hand her the Scepter 
with the Cross to hold in her right hand, 
“the ensign of kingly power and justice”; 
and the Scepter with the Dove. “the 
Rod of Equity and Mercy,” to hold in 
her left hand. 

The first of these scepters is a golden 
jeweled rod about thirty-six inches long 
in which is set a magnificent heart- 
shaped diamond, the largest of the stones 
cut from the Cullinan diamond. This is 
surmounted by an amethyst in the shape 
of an orb, which is in turn surmounted 
by a diamond-and-emerald-studded cross. 
The Scepter with the Dove is a golden 
rod about forty-one inches long, headed 
by a golden orb, upon which is a gold 
and white enameled dove symbolic of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Finally, the Archbishop will take King 
Edward’s Crown from the altar, where 
it was placed at the beginning of the 
service. This is the crown named for 
Edward the Confessor. It was made for 
the Coronation of Charles II after the 
pattern of the ancient crown that was 
destroyed in Cromwell's day. It is heav- 
ily blazoned with jewels, and has twin 
arches of gold, encrusted with jewels, that 
meet above the velvet cap that is within 
the crown. These arches are surmounted 
by an orb and a cross, studded with dia- 
monds and rubies and from which hang 
large pendant pearls. So heavy is this 
crown (nearly seven pounds) that the 
Queen will wear it only for a short time 
during the ceremony. Later and be- 
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fore she leaves the Abbey, it will be 
replaced by the lighter Imperial Crown 
of State, which weighs a little more 
than thirty-nine ounces, and which con- 
tains such gems as the Black Prince’s 
ruby; the second largest stone cut from 
the Cullinan diamond; the great Stuart 
sapphire from the crown of Charles II; 
another sapphire said to be from the ring 
of Edward the Confessor; and four pear- 
shaped pearls which tradition says were 
earrings of Elizabeth I. 

As the Archbishop takes King Ed- 
ward’s Crown from the altar, he will 
pray that the Queen may be crowned 
with “all princely virtues.” He will then 
place the crown upon the Queen’s head. 
At that moment the people, with loud 
shouts will cry, “God save the Queen,” 
the Peers and Peeresses and Kings at 
Arms will put on their coronets, the 
trumpets will sound, and the guns in the 
Tower of London will be fired to inform 


the nation that the Queen has been 
crowned. The Archbishop will next 
pronounce ‘a Benediction upon the 
Queen. 


The Queen will then be escorted from 
the Coronation Chair to the Throne, and 
the ceremony known as the Homage 
will begin, in which the Archbishop, the 
Bishops, Princes of the Blood Royal, 
and the senior members of each degree 
of the Peerage (with coronets removed) 
will in turn kneel before the Queen, 
repeat the words of homage, and will 
then rise and touch the crown and kiss 
the Queen's left cheek while the other 
Peers, spiritual and temporal, will kneel 
in their places and repeat with the heads 
of their Orders the words of homage. 
It has not yet been determined just when 
the Duke of Edinburgh will render hom- 
age to the Queen. He may precede the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, or may im- 
mediately follow him. During the Hom- 
age Ceremony a number of anthems will 
be sung by the choir. At the close. the 
Queen will remove her crown, will kneel 
at the altar, the Communion Service 
will continue, and at the proper point 
in the Service the Queen will receive 
communion. 

After the final Benediction, and dur- 
ing the singing of the Te Deum. the 
Queen, wearing her crown, will leave 
the area before the altar for King Ed- 
ward’s Chapel. Here her Royal Robe 
of State will be changed for her Robe 
of Purple Velvet, and King Edward's 
Crown will be replaced by the Imperial 
Crown. Thus arrayed, and carrying the 
Scepter with the Cross and the Orb, the 
Queen will proceed, attended by the 
Bishops and others who have officiated 
in the Coronation Ceremony, through 
the choir and down the nave to the west 
door of the Abbey, as the National An- 
them swells forth. Thus the Coronation 
Ceremony will have been completed, 
and the procession back to Buckingham 
Palace will begin. 

Shall we not pray for the new Queen 
that she may, in her own personal and 
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public life, s® acknowledge Christ as 
her Saviour and Lord and yield to Him 
her devotion and obedience that she 
may be an example to her people, and 
may lead her nation in righteousness 
and equity so that God may richly bless 
her and her family and her people? Her 
godly great-great-grandmother, Queen 
Victoria, is credited with saying that her 
greatest joy would be to place her crown 
at the feet of her Saviour. May Queen 
Elizabeth II no less serve and honor 
Him through a long and prosperous 
reign. 

Christians the world over who listen 
to, or watch, or who read about the 
beauty and majesty and symbolism of 
this remarkable ceremony will be re- 
minded of that infinitely greater Corona- 
tion of the King of kings and Lord of 
lords that they will one day be priv- 
ileged to attend, having “washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.” Already the Father has 
“presented” Him, saying, “Thou art my 
beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased” 
(Luke 3:22). Many have been waiting 
long and patiently, “looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all in- 
iquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works” (Titus 
2:13, 14). We have been echoing John's 
cry, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 
22:20), and perhaps some, enduring suf- 
fering and persecution for His sake, have 
been tempted to cry, “How long, O Lord, 
how long?” 

But the time is coming, and it may 
not be far distant, when the arches of 
Heaven will ring with the shout, “Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory 
and honour and power: for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure 
they are and were created” (Rev. 4:11). 
We shall join the cry that will ascend 
from ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands, “Worthy is 


the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and 


blessing” (Rev. 5:12), and we shall bow 
before Him in adoration and worship 
and praise to cast before Him the ctowns 
with which He has rewarded us for 
faithful service. We may there behold 
Him, unabashed, and unashamed for 
Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
Are all my ornament and dress: 
Fearless, with these pure garments on, 
I'll view the splendors of Thy throne! 
Earthly kings may pass and thrones may 
topple, but the throne of the King of 
kings shall stand for ever and ever, and 
of His Kingdom there shall be no end. 





Much of this information has been obtained 
from a small brochure, ‘‘Coronation Souvenir,” 
published by The Christian Herald, 4 Western 
Esplanade, Portslade, Brighton, Sussex; and 
from releases distributed in America by the 
British Information Service, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York 20. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. JUNE 7. PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


2 Corinthians 8 and 9; printed text, 9:1-15 


Golden Text.—Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver.—2 Cor. 9:7 


THE KiInG JAMES VERSION 

2 Cor. 9:1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, 
it is superfluous for me to write to you: 

2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which 
I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready 
a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many. 

3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you 
should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may 
be ready: 

4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find 
you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed 
in this same confident boasting. 

5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, 
that they would go before unto you, and make up before- 
hand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the 
same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of 
covetousness. 

6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly: and he which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully. 

7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let 
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: far God loveth 


8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work: 

9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath 
given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 

10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both min- 
ister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and 
increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 

11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, 
which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 

12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth 
the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanks- 
givings unto God; 

13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they 
glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel 
of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and 
unto all men; 

14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for 
the exceeding grace of God in you. 

15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


a cheerful giver. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

T IS no pleasant experience for a 
I minister to be the victim of vilifi- 

cation and reproach. Yet if this 

comes, he can rejoice that he is in good 
company. The Lord Himself was sub- 
jected to ill-treatment beyond all others, 
and the Apostle Paul was sorely tried 
by many who ought to have rallied to 
his support. The Corinthian church, 
upon which he expended great labor 
and lavished great love, gave him many 
a heartache. It split up into parties, 
one for Apollos, one for Peter, and one, 
with a show of superior piety, declar- 
ing itself “of Christ,” independent of all 
men. ‘The party that stood for Paul was 
no great comfort to him, for they had 
the same carnal spirit as the others. 

But it seems as if the “Christ” party 
was most bitter in its attack on Paul. 
His character, his teaching, and even his 
apostleship, all were the objects of as- 
sault. They despised his appearance, 
called his letters a big bluff, accused 
him of cowardice, ridiculed his speech, 
and made out that he acted in a carnal 
way. The last four chapters of 2 Corin- 
thians reveal this sad situation. 

Although Paul answered the charges 
frankly and fearlessly, he did so with 
consummate grace. More than that, he 
did not allow all that he suffered to 


diminish his love or deflect him from 


% % % % 


ministering to the Corinthian church in 
the fullest way. While this Second Epis- 
tle to the Corinthians contains a strong 
defense of Paul’s apostleship and be- 
havior, it is also rich in teaching. Our 
special attention is called to the teach- 
ing on Christian giving, of which Paul 
had a lofty conception. If giving in our 
churches were maintained on the high 
level of chapters 8 and 9 of this Epistle, 
our Lord would not be dishonored by 
unworthy methods of money-raising. 

It is widely believed that we have only 
two of four letters which Paul wrote 
to the church at Corinth, the first and 
third of these being lost. In 2 Corin- 
thians 2:3, 4 and 7:8-10, he refers to a 
previous letter in such terms as could 
scarcely be applicable to the one we 
know as 1 Corinthians. These passages 
would seem to refer to a letter of sting- 
ing rebuke, of whose effect he stood in 
doubt until he met Titus in Macedonia 
(2 Cor. 2:13). The Letter before us was 
written to prepare the way for the apos- 
tle’s third visit to Corinth (2 Cor. 13:1). 


Verse by Verse 

2 Cor. 9:1.—“For as touching the min- 
istering to the saints...” Paul is re- 
ferring to the collection for the poor 
saints in Jerusalem, being contributed by 
a number of the Gentile churches, espe- 
cially in Macedonia, Achaia, and Galatia. 


Verse 2.—“For I know the forwardness 


of your mind ...a year ago.” Ona 
previous visit, perhaps his second (see 


13:1), the apostle had apparently pre- 
sented the project, with immediate re- 
sponse. See instructions for the collec- 
tion in 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2. 


Verse 3.—“Yet have I sent the breth- 
ren . that... ye may be ready.” 
Three brethren were sent on this errand, 
Titus (8:6) and two whose names are 
unknown (vs. 18, 22). Paul wanted no 
collections when he arrived (1 Cor. 16:2). 


Verse 4.—“Lest ... we... should be 
ashamed.” Paul had boasted to the Mace- 
donians about the ready response of the 
Corinthians. If some Macedonians 
(Aristarchus, for instance) were to ac- 
company the apostle to Corinth and find 
them unready, Paul would be ashamed 
—and so would the Corinthians. See 
how Paul stirs the one group with boasts 
about the other (2 Cor. 8:1-5). 


Verse 5.—“Make up beforehand your 
bounty, ... not as of covetousness.” Still 
he does not want it to be a “race” be- 
tween the two, each trying to outdo the 
other. Inspired by each other’s bounty, 
they must nevertheless act separately in 
the spirit of bounty. 

Verse 6.—“He which soweth sparingly 

. bountifully.” Here is the law of 
sowing and reaping applied to quantity 
as it is applied to kind in Galatians 6:7. 

Verse 7.—“As he purposeth in his heart 

. not grudgingly .. . for God loveth a 
cheerful giver.” The purpose of the 
heart, not what another gives, is to de- 
cide the offering. The purpose is to be 
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formed and executed with gladness of 
heart, for God is glad to receive only 
what we are glad to give. 

Verse 8.—“All grace ... always... 
all sufficiency ... all things.” Abounding 
grace is for abundant living. If we give 
all, God will see that we always have 
enough for every demand of the work. 
God wants us to live in the superlative 
degree. 

Verse 9.—“He hath dispersed abroad 

his righteousness remaineth for 
ever.” The quotation is from Psalm 
112:9. Notice the close relation between 
bounty and righteousness. 

Verse 10.—‘“Multiply your seed 
and increase the fruits of your righteous- 
ness.” See this verse in the American 
Standard Version. When God finds a 
willing sower, He will give him plenty 
to sow, and increase the harvest from it. 

Verse 11.—*. bountifulness , 
through us thanksciving to God.” Paul 
is anticipating the thanksgivings of the 
saints in Jerusalem when they receive at 
his hands the liberal gifts of the Gentile 
churches. 

Verse 12.—‘For the administration . . . 
supplieth the want ... is abundant also 
by many thanksgivings unto God.” This 
is an explanation of verse 11. See how 
the apostle rejoiced at the thought of 
God being glorified as the end of all this 
liberality. 

Verse 13.—“They glorify God for your 
professed subjection unto the gospel.” 
Nothing could more assure the Jewish 
believers of the reality of the Gentile 
faith than this expression of their love. 

Verse 14—“‘And by their prayer for 
you.” The blessing would return to the 
givers through the thankful prayers of 
the receivers. 

Verse 15.—“Thanks be unto God for 
his unspeakable gift.” No bounty can 
equal God’s bounty in the giving of His 
only begotten Son for us. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The Apostle Paul’s “money raising” 
was of a very high order. He mingles 
the human and divine elements in an 
amazing fashion. To grasp his method 
we should consider the two chapters of 
this Epistle in which he makes his plea. 

He begins by telling the Corinthians 
of the wonderful liberality of the Mace- 
donian saints, despite their poverty, call- 
ing it “the grace of God bestowed on” 
them (2 Cor. 8:1-5). He makes this the 
basis of desire that such grace may char- 
acterize the Corinthians, especially since 
they are so rich in all other spiritual 
gifts (vs. 6-8). Then he holds up the 
Lord Jesus as the pattern of all giving 
(v. 9), and urges the Corinthians to 
carry out the intention which they ex- 
pressed so heartily a year earlier—for 
holy purposes must not be allowed 
to die unfulfilled (vs. 10-12). 

From this, Paul proceeds to show that 


giving is not a one-sided affair, but all 
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Last Week's Lesson 
9. May 31.—The Way of Christian 
Love 1 Corinthians 12 and 13 
Next Week’s Lesson 


11. June 14.—Paul Champions Christian 
Liberty. Acts 15:1-29; Galatians 1 and 2 








parties are enriched by it (vs. 13-15). 
So important is the ministry of giving, 
that Paul had actually appointed Titus 
and others to the special] task of train- 
ing the churches in this “grace” (vs. 
16-24). 

Then comes a very human touch. Paul 
has boasted to the Macedonians about 
the generosity of the Corinthians, and 
he appeals to the Corinthians not to let 
him down. How embarrassing it would 
be both to him and to them if some of 
the Macedonians (Aristarchus, for in- 
stance) should accompany him to Cor- 
inth and find that Paul’s boast about 
them was baseless! (9:1-5.) 

Paul’s next argument is on the plane 
of spiritual law. Sowing and reaping 
are akin, not only in kind, but also in 
quantity (v. 6), and God, the author 
of spiritual law, will see that it works 
in their case, for when God finds a ready 
“channel,” He sees that it is well used 
(vs. 7-11). 

Giving has various blessed effects: it 
meets want, it brings glory to God, it 
is evidence of the reality of one’s con- 
fession, and it brings reward in stirring 
those who are benefited to pray for the 
donors (vs. 12-14). 

Finally, it is the response of the Chris- 
tian heart to the infinite bounty and 
ineffable gift of God (9:15). 

Seen in this light, giving is no small 
part of the life of the Christian. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW many letters did Paul write to 
the church at Corinth? 

2. What personal problem did Paul 
have in Corinth? 

3. Who was Paul’s chief messenger at 
the time of the writing of 2 Corinthians? 

4. For what purpose was Paul receiv- 
ing offerings from the several churches? 

5. What boast did Paul make to the 
Corinthians about the Macedonians? 

6. What boast did Paul make to the 
Macedonians about the Corinthians? 

7. What supreme example of giving did 
Paul hold up before the Corinthians? 

8. What law did Paul apply to giving, 
and in what manner did he apply it? 

9. In what three directions does Chris- 
tian giving have blessed effects? 

10. Where else does Paul give direc- 
tions for giving? 

(Answers on page 463) 
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Outline of the Lesson 

1. The example of giving (2 Cor. 8:1-9) 
2. The equity of giving (vs. 10-15) 

3. The enrichment of giving (9:6-11) 

4. The effects of giving (vs. 12-15) 


Topics for Development 

Rivalry? To the Corinthians Paul 
boasted about the generosity of the 
Macedonians (2 Cor. 8:1-5), and to the 
Macedonians he boasted about the gen- 
erosity of the Corinthians (v. 24 to 9:4). 
Was this the apostle’s “technique” to 
stir these groups to rivalry in giving? 
In other words, did Paul put on a giving 
contest between the Macedonians and 
the Corinthians? I am persuaded that 
he did no such thing. It should be noted 
that when he boasted about the Mace- 
donians, they had already made up their 
gift; and when he boasted about the 
Corinthians, they had already committed 
themselves and onlyshad to implement 
their declared purpose. There is, in- 
deed, a very human touch in Paul’s 
appeal to the Corinthians not to let him 
down, but there is no evidence that he 
was playing the one against the other 
to secure bigger collections. He rather 
insisted that the giving should be a mat- 
ter of free, joyful bounty, not a matter 
of covetousness or extortion (9:5). 
Whenever we give to beat another, 
whether individually or as groups, our 
giving has lost its meaning. We are no 
longer giving as to the Lord. Paul’s 
conception of giving would not tolerate 
giving contests. 


Finance agents? Another question 
raised in this passage concerns the spe- 
cial ministry committed to Titus at this 
particular time. The sacrificial giving 
of the Macedonians stirred in Paul the 
desire to see the Corinthians manifest 
the same “grace,” so he urged Titus, “as 
he had begun, so he would also finish 
in you the same grace also” (8:6). I 
have heard of professional money-raisers 
going into churches to direct a finance 
campaign on a percentage basis. That 
is a far cry from the work committed t6 
Titus. His was a spiritual ministry, to 
establish giving on a spiritual basis. 
Years ago, when I was with the Baptists 
of Ontario, there was a Stewardship 
Secretary named C. S. Senior, who went 
among the churches teaching the grace 
of giving. He was himself a man of 
God, and his teaching was such that 
Christian people realized, not simply the 
responsibility to give, but the sacred 
privilege of it. No one ever felt that 
a finance agent had been around, but 
rather a minister of God. 


Personal Applications 

When your ministry is answered with 
calumny and reproach, that is the time 
to minister more abundantly, not the 
time to quit. 

The Lord is not unmindful of material 
need. If we would be like Him, we, too, 
should have a care for the poor among 
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His people (2 Cor. 9:1). 

It is not what you plan to do, but 
what you carry through, that counts 
(v. 2). 

If you want to keep full, keep pour- 
ing out (vs. 6-10). 

If you want to be on the receiving 
end, choose the giving end: you give, 
they pray, God blesses (v. 14). 


Golden Text 

2 Cor. 9:7.—“As he purposeth 
not grudgingly, or of necessity 
cheerful.” God is not so concerned with 
how much we give as with how we give. 
He wants our giving to be thoughtful 
and intelligent, glad and free. He loves 
to see us giving, and enjoying it. That 
is an evidence of our kinship with Him, 
for that is how He gives. 

ELMuHukRST, ILL, 

ye 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HyMNs 
“Living for Jesus” 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— 

O Lord of heaven and earth and sea, 

To Thee all praise and glory be; 

How shall we show our love to Thee, 

Who givest all? 

Help us, Lord, to show our love for Thee 
by attentively hearing Thy Word and 
then by steadfastly obeying it all our 
days. Forgive us that we have been 
disobedient to Thee, and give us the 
larger love for Thee that delights always 
to do Thy will. Help us to show our 
love for Thee by giving and working to 
relieve human need and to spread the 
Gospel to every place. Bless our mis- 
sionaries afar, all faithful» servants of 
Thine in this land, and all parents who 
teach their children the fear of the Lord. 
Gladden all who faithfully serve Thee 
with a great harvest of souls, and help 
us to have some part in winning others 
to Thee. Relieve the afflicted, cheer the 
downcast, and deliver the captives of sin 
and Satan. Let Thy Kingdom of light 
displace the darkness in our world soon, 
to the glory of Thy holy name and the 
praise of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Not grudgingly but 
cheerfully is the way the Christian 
should give. We should be glad to show 
our thanks for the mercies of God by 
offerings worthy of Him and His great 
goodness. Yet some professed Chris- 
tians are not cheerful givers. Years ago 
there lived an old farmer who, though 
he belonged to the village church, was 
a tight-fisted man. He owned a fine cow, 
and one morning was delighted to find 
his favorite cow was the mother of twin 
calves. This double blessing so warmed 
his heart that he said to his wife later 
in the day, “Wife, I believe I will give 
one of those calves to the Lord.” She 
was surprised at such unusual gener- 
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osity, but delighted. The calves grew 
and it was understood that the Lord 
should have one of them, but the old 
farmer could never decide which it 
should be. One sad morning he found 
one of the calves dead, greatly to his 
grief. Hurrying in with the sad news, 
he cried out, “O Wife, Wife, the Lord's 
calf is dead!” To let the surviving calf 
be the Lord’s was too big a strain on 
his generosity! Somehow I doubt if the 
Lord would have wanted the calf grudg- 
ingly given anyway. 

He doesn’t need our gifts. The cattle 
on a thousand hills are His, and always 
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LADDENS THE LORD 











in giving to God we must say, “All things 
come of thee, and of thine own have we 
given thee.” The wonder is that God 
should stoop to receive anything from 
us as though He needed it! Ah! but not 
the gift so much as the love that prompts 
it is what God desires. Only love- 
prompted giving can be cheerful giving. 
Only love-prompted giving can gladden 
the heart of God. And when we turn our 
eyes upon Jesus and His great sacrifice 
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for us, how can we help but say, “Thanks 
be unto God for his unspeakable gift,” 
and then gladly give Him our best to 
show our thanks? 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


v2 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


STEWARD is not an owner but a 
servant placed in charge of ane 
other’s possessions. And “it is required 
in stewards, that a man be found faith- 
ful” (1 Cor. 4:2). There are various 
forms of Christian stewardship, e.g., the 
giving of the Gospel to every creature 
(Mark 16:15; Rom. 1:14, 15), the giv- 
ing of the Word of God to all the chil- 
dren of God (Luke 12:42; 1 Cor. 4:1; 
Acts 20:27; 2 Tim. 2:2), and the using 
of time and money to God's glory. Our 
lesson deals only with the last named. 
The most high God is “the possessor 
of heaven and earth” (Gen. 14:22; Psa. 
24:1; Hag. 2:8; Psa. 50:10). He is the 
Sovereign giver of all good; and He 
would have all who are His children by 
faith in Christ Jesus imitate Him in the 
grace of giving. Adam was the first 


“MY GOD SHALL SUPPLY ALL YOUR NEED ACCORDING TO HIS 
RICHES IN GLORY BY CHRIST JESUS." CHI. 4:19.) 


We Often Make The Smaller Bag Larger! 
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steward (Gen. 2:15), but failed in his 
stewardship, and was driven out of the 
Garden of Eden. But believers today 
should be “good stewards of the mani- 
fold grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10). 

“As a matter of bounty, and not as of 
covetousness” (2 Cor. 9:5).—The apostle 
here gives as his reason, for sending 
brethren to them, the desire that the 
promised offering be all made up, ready 
to hand, “a real thank-offering and not 
something extorted from you” (Berkeley 
Version). 

I was riding with a chaplain in a cer- 
tain city awhile ago, and passing a large 
building, he said, “There’s where we 
held our union evangelistic campaign 
recently.” He continued: “And _ the 
evangelist we had certainly preached the 
Gospel, but without telling any of the 
sponsors of the campaign, in advance, he 
took up three collections for himself at 
the concluding service. To this day, the 
people are talking about the crafty man- 
ner in which the money was extorted 
from them. The churches of this town 
do not want that man back again.” 

That was the type of thing the apostle 
never wanted to happen. He desired a 
spontaneous offering, not a squeezed-out 
contribution for the poor. 

“He which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully” (2 Cor. 9:6).—I 
prefer the rendering which numbers of 
the translators give: “He that soweth 
with blessings shall reap also with bless- 
ings.” For this use of blessing see Gene- 
sis 33:11; Judges 1:15; 2 Kings 5:15. The 
farmer sows with seed; the believer 
should sow with blessings, and with the 
thought of blessing others. “Count your 
many blessings, name them one by one,” 
is all right providing we do not ignore 
the Blesser; but sOwing our blessings 
so as to bless others is a more thrill- 
ing and fruitful exercise. A farmer's 
harvest, alt things being equal, will be 
in proportion to the seed he sows. A 
Christian who shares his blessings with 
others, not so blessed, can expect a 
harvest according to the blessings of 
that bountiful Giver who is able to do 
“exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think” ‘Eph. 3:20). Mr. R. G. 
LeTourneau is often heard to say: “As 
I shovel it out at this end, God is at 
the other end shoveling it in—and He 
uses a bigger shovel than I!” 

“According as he purposeth in his 
heart” (2 Cor. 9:7).—That is another 
principle in the matter of Scriptural 
giving—purpose of heart. Give gener- 
ously, give willingly, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion. The disposition of 
the giver means more than the amount 
of the gift, in the estimation of the Lord. 
The poor widow who cast two mites into 
the treasury, gave more than all the 
others, for her heart was in the gift 
(Mark 12:43). 

I like the incident about the converted 
miser who experienced a real struggle 
to give as he purposed in his heart. A 
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poor man came to him and asked for 
help, as he had just been burned out. 
The converted miser purposed in his 
heart to be liberal enough to give the 
poor man one of the hams in his smoke- 
house. On his way to get the ham, an 
inner voice said to him, “Give him the 
smallest one you have.” Then and there 
the struggle was on—should he give a 
large or a small one? Finally, he took 
down the largest ham he had on hand. 
“Fool! Fool!” cried the inner voice. “If 
you don’t keep still,” the convert cried, 
“I will give him all the hams in this 
smokehouse!” The battle was won. The 
convert gave as he purposed in his heart 
without grieving over it! 

“God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 
9:7).—I read the other day of a service 
that was held in Jamaica for the purpose 
of taking a collection for the missionary 
cause. After a chairman was appointed 
to preside, resolutions were adopted as 
follows: (1) Resolved, That we will all 
give. (2) Resolved, That we will give 
as the Lord has prospered us. (3) Re- 
solved, That we will give cheerfully. 

According to their custom, a person 
would walk to the Communion table 
and deposit his gift under the eye of the 
presiding officer. One of the most well- 
to-do members hung back until he was 
painfully noticeable; and when at last 
he deposited his gift, the brother at the 
table said, “That is according to the first 
resolution, but not according to the sec- 
ond.” The member retired angrily to his 
Seat, taking back his money. But con- 
science or pride kept working until] he 
came back and doubled his contribution, 
saying, “Take that. then.” The brother 
at the table remarked: “That may be 
accerding to the first and second resolu- 
tions, but it isn’t according to the third.” 
The giver, after a little, accepted the re- 
buke, and came up thg third time with 
a still larger gift, and a good-natured 
face. Then the faithful chairman said 
with gratification, “That's according to 
all the resolutions!” 

“And God is able to make all grace 
abound” (2 Cor. 9:8).—God will be no 
man’s debtor. If we honor Him in our 
giving, we will find this promise true: 
“God is able to bestow every blessing 
on you in abundance, so that richly en- 
joying all sufficiency at all times, you 
may have ample means for all good 
works” (Weymouth Translation). 

J. B. Phillips renders it thus: “After 
all, God can give you everything that 
you need, so that you may always have 
sufficient both for yourselves and for 
giving away to other people.” 

Wawona, CALIF, 


Many avail themselves of the death of 
Christ to save them from the conse- 
quences of their sins, but their ways do 
not exhibit the practical effect of that 
death in its application to themselves.— 
C. H. M., in Keswick Calendar. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, driving through Ne- 
braska a few summers ago, I was 
deeply impressed by the vast wheat 
fields. In every direction, as far as one 
could see, the breeze sweeping across 
made it appear like the billowing waves 
of the ocean. As one looks upon a scene 
like that, one could easily believe that 
America might become the granary of 
the world. Such marvelous. crops! 
Months ago there had been generous 
sowing to make a harvest like that. I 
was reminded of this upon looking at 
Paul’s words to the Corinthians as 
contained in our lesson for today. “He 
which soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he which soweth bounti- 
fully shall reap also bountifully.” 
The Apostle was not thinking so much 
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of sowing wheat, but he was concerned 
that the Corinthians should know the 
blessedness of liberality in giving to help 
those who were less fortunate. He 
warned against what we would call be- 
ing stingy. Miser is a Latin word which 
has become Anglicized; its meaning is 
“wretched,” and from it we get the 
words misery and miserable. 

John, writing to the church at Laodicea, 
said, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have need 
of nothing: and knowest not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to 
buy of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayest be rich... .” 

People who stint in giving know noth- 
ing of real happiness. Paul not only 
urged them to give liberally, but to give 
cheerfully, for, he said, “God loveth a 
cheerful giver.” A better translation is 
“an hilarious giver.” The original Greek 
word is hilaros. It is the kind of gener- 
osity that goes “the second mile.” Our 
Lord, in His great Sermon on the Mount, 
said, “And whosoever shall compel thee 
to go a mile, go with him twain.” A 
Roman soldier meeting a Jew in the road 
had authority to make him turn around 
and help him with his bundles the dis- 
tance of a mile, or go that far showing 
him the way. It would require a very kind 
and patient Jew at the end of the mile 
to say, “Now I will help you another 
mile.” “So let him give,” says Paul, “not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver.” 

My mother was a great hand to send 
little dainties on a tray to anyone in 
the neighborhood who was sick. On the 
snow white napkin that covered the of- 
fering she never failed to pin a flower, 
a sprig of spirea, or a bunch of violets— 
whatever happened to be blooming in 
the yard. In floral language it was 
saying, “I love to do this for you.” Not 
grudgingly, or of necessity. 

But, fellows, there is another side to 
this “sowing and reaping” which has a 
startling significance. Paul wrote it to 
the Galatians (6:7, 8), “Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. For 
he that soweth to his flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; but he that sow- 
eth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting.” Hosea the prophet 
(8:7) speaks of sowing the wind and 
reaping the whirlwind. Oh, if a fellow 
could just get an advance glimpse of the 
whirlwind, it might restrain him from 
sowing the wind. 

Just a few weeks ago a young fellow 
was sentenced to a long term in prison 
for committing a crime too horrible to 
describe here. When he gets out he will 
be an old, old man, with a wasted life. 
His explanation was that he had wit- 
nessed a similar crime on the screen at 
the movies. When he put down his fifty- 
five cents, plus tax, at the ticket window, 
he did not realize he was sowing the 
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wind, and that a short time afterward 
he would be reaping the whirlwind. 
Fellows, we are sowing every day for 
some sort of crop. What is going to be 
yours? 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


“ 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Their Great Joy.—Every mah accord- 
ing as he purposeth in his heart, so let 
him give; not grudgingly, or of neces- 
sity: for God loveth a cheerful giver 
(2 Cor. 9:7, Golden Text). A rich busi- 
nessman and a prominent attorney were 
traveling around the world. One morn- 
ing as they walked along a country road 
in Korea, they saw a boy pulling a plow 
which was steered by an old man. It 
amused the attorney so much that he 
insisted on taking a picture of the scene 
with his little pocket camera. Later he 
showed the picture to a missionary in 
the next village, remarking about the 
peculiar spectacle. “Yes,” said the mis- 
sionary, “it seems a very strange way to 
plow a field, but I happen to know the 
boy and the old man well. They are 
very poor. However, when the little 
church was built here in the village, they 
wanted to contribute something. They 
had no money. They had no grain to 
spare, and winter was coming on, so they 
sold their ox and gave the money to the 
church building fund, and now, minus 
the valuable animal, they have to pull 
the plow themselves.” The men looked 
at each other for a moment, then the at- 
torney said, “Bug what a _ stupendous 
sacrifice! Why did you allow it?” “They 
did not feel that way about it. They 
regarded it as a great joy that they had 
an ox to give to the Lord’s work.”— 
From the Sunday School Friend. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


In Either One Group or the Other.— 
Not grudgingly, or of necessity (2 Cor. 
9:7, Golden Text). The collector ap- 
proached a parishioner and held out the 
box. “I never give to missions,” whis- 
pered the parishioner. “Then take some- 
thing out of the box, sir,” whispered the 
collector: “the money is for the ‘eathen.” 
—From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 
Herman L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


You’ve Got To Put Something In.— 
He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly (2 Cor. 9:6). “I can’t get 
interested in missions!” exclaimed a 
young gir] petulantly, and, if truth must 
be told, a bit superciliously, as she left 
a thrilling missionary meeting in com- 
pany with an older woman believer. 
“No, dear,” came the pitying response; 
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“*tisn't to be expected you should—yet 
awhile. It’s just like getting interest 
in.a bank; you have to put in a little 
something first; and the more you put 
in, the more interest you get. Time, 
or money, or praying, it doesn’t matter 
which—but something you yourself have 
put in, or you never will have any in- 
terest. Try it! Just put in a little some- 
thing, and you’re sure of the interest.” 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


No End.—Always having all sufficiency 
in all things (2 Cor. 9:8). Very often, 
when a lad, I accompanied my mother 
on her visits to the grocer’s. It was not 
to taste the cheese, nor to offer to carry 
parcels. I had observed on the grocer'’s 
counter a small canister. Out of this 
canister there always hung a small piece 
of string. Every week without even 
looking, when the grocer came to tie 
up the parcel he would seize on that 
tag of string and pull out the required 
length. He did this week after week, 
and week after week. I went to the 
grocer’s shop confident that one day I 
should see him stretch out a hand and 
find no more string. I waited in vain. 
God's gifts to us are like that—Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Why Not I?—Being enriched in every 
thing to all bountifulness, which causeth 
through us thanksgiving to God (2 Cor. 
9:11). 

«God might have used His sunset gold so 

sparingly; 

He might have doled His blossoms out 

just grudgingly; 

He might have put but one wee star in 

all the sky; 

But since He gave so lavishly, 

Why should not I? 
—Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. Her- 
man L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


To Whom Do You Give?—For the ad- 
ministration of this service not only sup- 
plieth the want of the saints, but is 
abundant also by many thanksgivings 
unto God (2 Cor. 9:12). A well-known 
preacher tells this experience. One 
night he was making an appeal for funds, 
and he invited the congregation to bring 
their gifts to the altar. The response 
was large, and the aisles were filled with 
people, bringing up their offerings. Soon 
a little girl came slowly to the front. 
She was lame, and walked with a crutch. 
At the altar she pulled a little ring from 
her finger and laid it with the other 
gifts. Adjusting her crutch, she went 
back to her seat. After the meeting the 
preacher said to her, “My dear, I saw 
the thing you did tonight. It was beau- 
tiful, but you know, the response of the 
people tonight has been large, and we 
find we have some money left over, so 
we do not need your ring, and I have 
brought it back to you.” The little girl 
looked up with rebuke in her eyes, and 
said, “I didn’t give that ring to you.” 
Too often we forget that the offerings of 
the Lord’s people are made, not to man, 
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but to God.—Expositor and Illuminator. 
Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Ingratitude—Thanks be unto God for 
his unspeakable gift (2 Cor. 9:15). Every 
cultured person deplores the hesitancy 
of a child—apparently born of stubborn- 
ness—to say “Thank you” to the donor 
of a gift. And the mother’s embarrass- 
ment is appreciated as she attempts 
again and again to cause the child to 
express its thankfulness). How much 
more does Heaven feel the base ingrati- 
tude of the men and women who have 
never said, “Thanks be unto God for 
his unspeakable gift’! A neighbor of 
ours said to us, “Mr. Blank is all upset 
this Christmas Day.” When we asked 
if he knew the reason, he answered, 
“Yes, his brother gave him a gift of 
$500!” When we said, “That should make 
him happy,” he replied, “But he thought 
his brother should have made the gift a 
thousand dollars!” Instead of being 
thankful, he was disappointed and dis- 
gruntled. There is no possible room for 
disappointment over God's unspeakable 
Gift. “In this was manifested the love 
of God toward us, because that God 
sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him” 
(1 John 4:9). Horatius Bonar asked: 

What will He not bestow? 

Who freely gave this mighty gift unbought, 

Unmerited, unheeded, and unsought, 

What will He not bestow? 

Scripture says, “He that spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32.) In 
Christ we are blessed “with all spiritual 
blessings” (Eph. 1:3). He gives us the 
forgiveness of sins, deliverance from 
judgment, eternal life, the Holy Spirit, 
sonship, heirship, eternal glory, and so 
forth—From Tom M. Olson, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


bd 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
SERVING BY SHARING 

BOY was turning over the pages 

of a Bible. Suddenly he called out: 
“Say, Ma, I’ve found a mistake in the 
Bible. It says here, ‘It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.’ That couldn't 
be true.” 

Why did that boy think this verse a 
mistake? Because he had never tried 
giving. The happiest folks I know are 
those who give the most. People who 
only think, “What do I get out of this?” 
can’t ever be very happy. 

In the time of Paul, the Philippian 
church seems to have been the most 
generous, and therefore it was the one 
most full of joy. The church at Corinth 
was far richer, but also far more stingy. 

When Paul visited Corinth and saw 
the wealth there, he told the Corinthian 
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Christians about the great poverty of 
the saints at Jerusalem. They then 
agreed to take up a collection for them; 


but a year later the money still had ’ 


not been sent! Payl had already sent 
Timothy to Corinth, so now he sent Titus 
as well, to remind them of this obliga- 
tion. Paul himself was coming, and he 
had some of the Philippian Christians 
with him. He had told them that the 
Corinthians were taking up an offering 
for the poor in Jerusalem. When the 
Macedonian Christians heard that, they 
took up an offering also for the poor, 
although they were far less able to af- 
ford it than the Corinthians. In our 
lesson today the Apostle Paul was wor- 
ried lest the Corinthian collection should 
fail to materialize after all, or else prove 
to be a very small one. 

Read 2 Corinthians 9:1-4. He wrote 
that he, as well as the Corinthians, would 
be ashamed if their offering proved to 
be mostly talk. God's plan is for Chris- 
tians systematically to lay aside as large 
a portion of their income as they are 
willing to give to His work. In this way 
the Lord’s work could be supported with- 
out any special drives for money. These 
drives hinder the work of the Lord and 
lay the preacher open to the charge of 
covetousness. Many times ungodly peo- 
ple say of Christian workers, “They're 
all after the money.” This is a false 
charge. Most Christian workers could 
make more money in almost any other 
line of business, so that, if money really 
was their goal in life, they would step 
out of the Lord’s work and get a secular 
position. Unfortunately, however, Chris- 
tian people are sometimes so slack in 
giving, speakers feel it necessary to 
make urgent appeals for funds, and this 
lends color to the charge that they are 
after the money. 

Most of you girls earn money in the 
summer by picking. berries and other 
things. What proportion of your earn- 
ings do you lay aside for the Lord’s 
work? If you spend it all on clothes and 
treats for yourself, how can you claim 
to love the Lord Jesus? A person who 
truly loves wants to share what he has 
with the loved one. The Lord Jesus 
loves us so truly that He is going to 
share His riches in Glory with us! 

The Israelites set aside a tenth of 
everything they had for God, yet they 
had far fewer blessings than we have. 

Read verses 6 to 11. Here we find our 
gifts to the Lord’s work compared to 
seed sown. Let us picture our money 
as if is were sacks of wheat. We have 
to eat from the sack in order to have 
strength to plant the remainder. We 
may also have to sell some of our wheat 
to buy suitable clothes to wear while 
we plant the rest. But here is a girl 
who has sold nearly all her wheat, -leav- 
ing only a few grains in the bottom of 
the sack to plant. What has she sold 
her wheat for? Oh, for more clothes 
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than she can ever wear out, and for 
more treats than were good for her. 

Here is another girl who has sold only 
enough wheat to buy needed clothes, 
and enough food to keep in good health 
She is planting all the rest of her sack 
in the Lord’s field. 

The first girl brought a nickel to Sun- 
day school when she didn’t happen to 
forget it, and all the rest of her seed 
has been wasted. The other girl has 
given to every need the Lord brought 
to her attention. She always set aside 
a tenth of any money she got, to be 
used for the Lord, and sometimes she 
was able to give more. Her support of 
the work here is an important factor in 
the success of our Sunday school, and 
she has sent help to some foreign coun- 
tries as well. How will these girls feel 
when the harvest is reaped? The fine 
clothes and unnecessary treats. the first 
girl bought will be gone forever, and 
she will never again have the oppor- 
tunity to go without something in order 
to show her love for the Lord. The 
chance to sacrifice anything for Him 
will be forever past. She will not have 
much part in the “Harvest Home” fes- 
tivities of Heaven. 

The second girl will be constantly 
greeted and thanked by people she knew 
on earth who had been blessed by her 
gifts, perhaps many of them people she 
never knew, but who were saved be- 
cause of her gifts She will listen 
breathlessly to glad accounts of how the 
Lord multiplied her gifts in every field 
You know the harvest yields far more 
grain than the amount of seed that was 
planted. Which of the two girls would 
you rather be? ‘ 

Now read 2 Corinthians 9:12-15. Here 
we find the double result of sowing 
bountifully, or generously: (1) The need 
of the people was met by our gift, (2) 
God was glorified by the thanksgiving 
to Him which our gift produced from 
other hearts. 

Notice verse 15 especially. Why should 
we give as liberally as we can? Be- 
cause of the unspeakable Gift from God 
to us. He gave His only begotten Son, 
and that is the greatest gift that ever 
was given, or that ever could be given. 
The Lord Jesus is called God's unspeak- 
able Gift because words cannot express 
the cost to God of giving that Gift. God 
emptied Heaven, as it were, when He 
gave His only begotten Son. In the face 
of that Gift, let us all resolve to keep 
less for ourselves, and to sow more gen- 
erously in God’s great harvest field. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
God Loves a Cheerful Giver (2 Cor. 9:6-12) 


F YOU read this about ten days be- 
fore the lesson date, you will have 

time to arrange an object lesson. Ask 
three pupils to be responsible for the 
project. Each should have six seeds 
(corn, peas, or beans would be good). 
Instruct one pupil to plant all his seed 
in a plant pot, flat, or any old dish; an- 
other to plant two in his container; and 
a third to plant none, but have his con- 
tainer with soil at class like the others, 
and the unplanted seed. By class time 
we will hope there will be a “harvest” 
above ground correspondent to the sow- 
ing. 

Open class by reading in unison 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7. It will not be diffi- 
cult for the pupils to explain why one 
container has more plants than the others 
if it be known that though each planter 
had the same amount of seed at the be- 
ginning, some saved theirs and did not 
plant (they may show their saved seed). 
If these plants grew up and bore seed, 
which planter would have the most— 
the one who planted the most, or the 
one who saved most? 

Seeds used to do just the same back 
in Paul’s day. Here (the National Geo- 
graphic Magazine, March, 1944, page 
343) is a farmer in Greece plowing his 
garden with a pair of oxen and a simple 
wooden plow. He may be poor and 
think he cannot spare much for seed. 
Will he have a good crop? As Paul 
traveled from place to place he passed 
many scenes like this. Now he has been 
driven out of Ephesus, and walked.and 
sailed and walked to Philippi again. He 
is happy to see again his old friends 
thére, Lydia and the Christian jailer, 
and others, but he still has many 


thoughts and worries and prayers about’ 


those Christians in Corinth to whom he 
sent the Letter. Had they stopped their 
bad, dangerous ways? Were they loving 
toward one another? How he wished he 
knew! Then one day his helper, Titus, 
arrives from Corinth with good news. 
The Corinthians were obedient; they had 
changed their ways! How happy Paul 
is! (What kind of report can you make 
about improving in love?) 

Paul sends Titus right back with a 
Second Letter, praising the Corinthians 
for obedience, giving more good advice, 
and telling them especially about show- 
ing their love in an offering the churches 
were making to help the poor Christians 
in Jerusalem, where there was a famine 
several years. Because of dry weather, 
even many seeds did not grow a crop. 
Then there was no seed to plant. Food 
was scarce and expensive. The Chris- 
tians in Philippi, though mostly poor, 
were giving just lots in their love to 
help. The Corinthian Christians were 
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richer and had started an offering a year 
before. Paul wants them to be gener- 
ous. Listen! (Have a pupil read the 
verses from a scroll.) Does Paul think 
the more they give, she more good they 
will do? 

Imagine again you are the children in 
Corinth, listening to that Letter. What 
did you learn about giving? (List in 
simple sentences on the blackboard the 
main points suggested.) Learn the Mem- 
ory Verse: “Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). 
Have the sentences on the board copied 
on individual scrolls to take home. There 
should surely be some opportunity for 
pupils to practice this lessqn, whether 
for a relief project of the church or a 
class contribution to local need. Make 
it appealing to the children. Perhaps 
they will like to put their offering next 
Sunday into a clean plant pot—planted 
to grow much good for somebody. 

Orono, MAINE. . 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


YNDA came to Good News, Club 

with a whole dollar in her hand. 
“This,” she announced triumphantly, “is 
for the missionary offering.” 

“Why, honey,” her teacher asked, 
“where did you get so much money?” 

“Well, you see,” Lynda explained, “my 
birthday was the other day. And I got 
two dollars all for my very own. I can 
do anything that I want with them. And 
I want to give one of the dollars to the 
foreign missionaries.” So saying. she 
tucked it into the little globe bank. 

How happy Lynda was! How happy 
her teacher was! How happy the Good 
News Club children. were (for now they 
would surely reach their giving goal)! 
How happy the Lord Jesus was! 

Lynda had learned about the mission- 
ary lady working in South Africa who 
needs money to buy New Testaments for 
the little children in that land. She 
knew about the missionary family with 
its four children who work in Puerto 
Rico and need a new car so they can 
reach many children with the Gospel. 
She knew of the missionary lady who 
needs money so that she can write Bible 
lessons in the French language. She 
knew that the missionary couple in Ger- 
many need money to buy a house in 
which to live. She knew that by giving 
a whole dollar she would really be a 
big help to the missionaries. And be- 
sides, she knew that doing something for 
the missionaries was really doing some- 
thing for the Lord Jesus (Matt. 25:40). 
These things Lynda knew. 

But what Lynda may not have known 
is that she was doing exactly as the very 
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first Christians had done. Those Chris- 
tians who lived long, long ago, when 
they heard of someone who was poor 
or had need of something, immediately 
helped them (Acts 11:27-30; Gal. 2:10; 
2 Cor. 8:1-6). Soa Lynda was like the 
early Christians, even though she did 
not know it. 

There is something else that Lynda 
probably did not know when she gave 
her wonderfully generous offering. The 
Bible teaches that Christians, when they 
give to the Lord, are not to give just 
so that they will get something in re- 
turn. And Lynda certainly never for a 
moment entertained the thought of re- 
ceiving something in return for having 
given such a fine gift. (Teachers’ Note: 
Charles R. Erdman, commenting on 2 
Cor. 8:3, says: “... liberality ... orig- 
inally meant simplicity. . It seems 
to have meant that singleness of purpose 
which is directed toward the relief of 
others, with no selfish thought and no 
ulterior motive in mind.”) 

There was yet something more that 
Lynda probably did not know. God's 
Word teaches that the Lord Jesus had 
lived in the beautiful ivory palaces of 
Heaven (Psa. 45:8)—a place so beautiful 
that we cannot begin to imagine what 
it is like. Yet, because He loved us, He 
left His Heavenly riches and was born 
into the world poorer than the poor. 
He was born in a stable. He gave up 
everything that had been His since the 
world began (John 1:1-3; Col. 1:15-19; 
Heb. 1:8-12). He did it willingly (2 Cor. 
8:9). He did it so that He could take 
the punishment for our sins and thus 
give us, who believe on Him, eternal 
life. Even though Lynda had not known 
that she was to follow the example of 
the Lord Jesus, she gave much of what 
she had—and she certainly gave it will- 
ingly. And no one can tell how many 
boys and girls will hear the Gospel and 
believe on the Lord Jesus because of 
her gift! 

When Lynda took her generous mis- 
sionary offering to Good News Club, 
there was still something else that she 
did not know. It is this, “God loveth a 
cheerful giver.” She did not have to 
give her birthday money for the foreign 
missionaries. No, indeed. She gave it 
because she wanted to—and she was as 
happy as could be in doing it. And 
even though she might not have known 
it, “God loveth a cheerful giver”! 

Lynda gave her gift so that others 
could come to know her Saviour. It was 
her way of thanking God in Heaven for 
the Lord Jesus. She was saying by her 
actions—though she may not have known 
it—what the Apostle Paul said in words 
long ago, “Thanks be unto God for his 
unspeakable gift.” 

The Lord wants and needs many 
Lyndas today and every day. 


LANCASTER, Pa, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 457) 

1. It is believed that he wrote four, 
but only two have been preserved for 
us as canonical, and the others have been 
lost. 

2. His apostleship, character, and min- 
istry were attacked by a group strenu- 
ously opposed to him. 

3. Titus (2 Cor. 2:13; 8:6, 17, 23). 

4. For the poor saints in Jerusalem 
(Rom. 15:26). 

5. That they had given beyond their 
means, on the basis of total self-conse- 
cration (2 Cor. 8:1-5). 

6. That they had eagerly approved the 
plan of the offering when it was first 
presented (2 Cor. 9:2). 

7. The example of Christ (2 Cor. 8:9). 

8. The law of sowing and reaping. He 
applied it here with respect to quantity, 
not particularly with respect to kind (2 
Cor. 9:6). 

9. (1) The needy—their wants are met; 
(2) God—He is glorified: (3) the giver 
—he is prayed for by the beneficiaries 
(2 Cor. 9:12-14). 

10. 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2 

ELMuurstT, ILL, 
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Children at Home 


Bala Shah Has a Great Fall 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


ARKATE looked at what the heavy 

rain had done. One corner of the 
little mud house was crumbling. Part 
of the wall which was around the court- 
yard had fallen down entirely. She 
knew that it was not only her home, 
but many other homes in the village, 
which had been damaged by the rain 
That was what happened, here in North 
India, where the poor village homes were 
made of mud, or sun-dried brick. 

Barkate saw something else. Bala 
Shah, the big, ugly mud idol which stood 
in a corner of the courtyard, had also 
started to fall. 

“That is good,” said Barkate to herself. 
“We are Christians, and Christians 
should have nothing to do with idols. I 
wish Bala Shah had fallen down flat.” 

Barkate’s grandmother, however, did 
not feel that way about it. 

“Hai, hai!” she cried, “Bala Shah has 
fallen because of the rain. We must 
build him up again.” 

“But we are Christians, Grandmother,” 
said Barkate. “The pastor has told us 
many times we must not have Bala 
Shah here. And in school we learn 
every day more and more about our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the only 
living and true God. If we worship our 
Lord Jesus, we can’t worship Bala Shah, 
too. Anyway, if Bala Shah is a god, why 
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can’t he stand up by himself? He is 
always tumbling down.” 

“Hush!” cried Barkate’s grandmother. 
“Do you want the Evil Eye to cast a 
spell on you?” 

“But, Grandmother,” insisted Barkate, 
“if Jesus takes care of us, how can the 
Evil Eye hurt us?” 

“Well, it’s better to be on the safe 
side. We'll build Bala Shah up again,” 
said Barkate’s grandmother. 

“Oh, there comes Grandfather,” said 
Barkate. “I want to give him another 
reading lesson. The missionary will be 
here one of these days, and I want 
Grandfather to be able to read for him.” 

“It’s a funny thing,” said Barkate’s 
grandmother, “that a child should be a 
teacher of the old.” 

“Grandfather,” Barkate asked, “why 
should we Christians have a Bala Shah 
here?” 

Grandfather looked thoughtful. “I 
have been troubled about that myself,” 
he said. “I would be willing to let Bala 
Shah stay on the ground, but the women 

“Well, Grandfather,” said Barkate; 
“let’s read, so you'll be ready to show 
the missionary what you have learned.” 

“Good. Get the book. First listen to 
me repeat the lesson from the Bible 
course which the pastor set for us all 
to learn. It goes thus: ‘Therefore who- 
soever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them, I will liken him unto 
a wise man, which built his house upon 
a rock: and the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house;.and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon a rock.’” On 
to the end the story was told. 

“Now we shall read about it,” said 
Barkate. 

Her grandfather's gray head bent low 
over the little book, and slowly he read: 
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THE INVESTMENT 
OF SURE RETURNS 





As a traveler, you know how you 
relive every day the pleasures and 
experiences of trips you’ve made 
to near and far places of the world. 
Have you ever considered the 
safety and certainty of an invest- 
ment in travel? There's no pos- 
sible loss, and there is positive 
personal profit in a vacation jour- 
ney such as the 14th Annual Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tour. 

“My greatest pleasure .. . the 
fellowship,” one of our 1952 trav- 
elers wrote; and another said, “I 
particularly enjoyed the Christian 
fellowship and feel my spiritual 
life has been enriched.” Another 
wrote, “During the trip, and every 
day since, I have had a sense of 
real satisfaction in living and re- 
living those delightful and enjoy- 
able experiences and companion- 
ships.” 

May we now suggest to you our 
1953 vacation for readers of THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Trmes? You will 
find the trip exceeding all expec- 
tations. Planned with care to in- 
clude a comprehensive tour of the 
West and Alaska, the features of 
this year's itinerary are: Yellow- 
stone National Park, Gates of the 
Mountains at Helena in the Mon- 
tana Rockies, Seattle, Victoria, 
Vancouver, the Inside Passage, 
Ketchikan, Juneau, Mendenhall 
Glacier, Skagway, Glacier Bay, 
Muir Glacier, Sitka, Gardner 
Canal, Portland, San Francisco, 
Yosemite Park, Los Angeles, and 
Grand Canyon. 

You are invited to send for our 
free folder, “Alaska.” Study it 
over, then enroll if you wish. 
Please address, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5. 








—_——— 
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“There was a man. The man built a 
house. The man was wise. He built 
his house on the rock. There was an- 
other man. This man was foolish. He 
built his house on the sand.” 

Grandfather looked up from his book 
“Perhaps that is why our houses fall 
down,” he said. “They are not built on 
rock, and they are not made of hard 
stone, only of mud. But where would 
poor people get stone for building?” 

“Well, let’s finish the reading,” said 
Barkate. 

Her grandfather read to the end of the 
story. 

“Now we are ready for the missionary,” 
said Barkate. 

The very next day the missionary 
came. He had heard what the rains had 
done to many of the village houses, and 
came to see how the village Christians 
were. He found men working away, 
trying to make necessary repairs. 

“Baba,” the missionary asked Barkate’s 
grandfather, “did you suffer much loss? 
Was your grain saved?” 

“Yes, thank God,” said Grandfather, 
“the big grain bin which, as you know, 
is made of mud, escaped the rain. We 
shall have food.” 

“That is good. I see, too, that your 
buffalo is well and happy.” 

“We brought the buffalo into the 
house,” said Grandmother. 

“We can indeed thank God that your 
loss is not worse. Barkate, are you 
readv to go back to school?” 

“Oh, yes,” said Barkate, “I like school. 
But do vou know what I’ve been doing 
this vacation?” 

“What, Barkate?” 

Barkate’s eyes were dancing. She 
brought a book and put it in Grand- 
father’s hands. “I've been teaching 
Grandfather to read,” she said. “Read, 
Grandfather.” 

Grandfather rose to his feet slowly. 
“First I shall recite the Bible lesson 
the pastor set,” he said, and, word for 
word, repeated the account of the two 
houses, one built on rock, one on sand. 
“Now.” he went on, “I shall read from 
the book: ‘There was a man. The man 
built a house.’” On to the end he read, 
and sat down. 

“That is fine, Baba,” the missionary 
said. “Soon you will be able to read 
God’s Word itself. Barkate, you have 
made good use of your vacation.” 

From time to time the missionary had 
been glancing at the corner where Bala 
Shah had fallen down. 

“Baba,” he asked, “what is that over 
in the corner?” 

Grandfather hung his head. He was 
just a little ashamed that the Bala Shah 
had been discovered. 

“Surely, surely, it can’t be Bala Shah? 
We thought this was a Christian home. 
Christians cannot have anything to do 
with Bala Shah. Grandmother, what 
about this?” 

Barkate’s grandmother, too, was a 
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little ashamed. “But I am afraid—” 
she began. 

“Afraid of what?” asked the mission- 
ary. “Afraid of a pile of mud? Surely 
not, when you bear the name Christian, 
and if you are trusting in your Saviour. 
Listen: Grandfather was reading about 
the two houses, one built on rock, one 
on sand. In the Bible God is often 
called a Rock. Here is a verse for you: 
‘Lead me to the rock that is higher than 
[.. And remember always that that Rock 
is our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will never fail us; He will not fall; 
and if we trust Him, we need never be 
afraid. You may not have stone for 
building your houses, but you have the 
Rock Christ Jesus on which your house 
can stand.” 

“The little one was saying we should 
not build up Bala Shah again,” said Bar- 
kate’s grandfather. “In my heart I knew 
she was right. It is a funny thing—in 
these days it is the children who teach 
the old ones. But it is true: Christians 
have nothing to do with Bala Shah. We 
will tear him down altogether.” 

“Oh, no,” protested Grandmother: “I 
am afraid.” 

“Sister, do not fear.” said the mis- 
sionary. “Remember that Jesus said, ‘I 
will never leave you.’ He is always near 
to help. Now, Grandfather, there is no 
time like now for doing this good work. 
Do you have an ax? Let’s knock the 
ugly idol down.” 

By this time quite a crowd had gath- 
ered. Several men ran for tools, and 
although Grandmother and the other 
women were trembling, the men, led by 
the missionary, hit one blow after an- 
other, and soon Bala Shah was indeed 
only a pile of mud. 

Barkate’s eyes danced again. “Good!” 
she whispered. “I hope I'll never see 
old Bala Shah again!” 

NEw WILMINGTON, Pa, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 7 


Together, Yet Not Together 
(Mark 10:2-9) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE topic of this week’s prayer meet- 

ing directs our attention to a well- 
nigh intolerable situation in which, un- 
fortunately, an increasing number of 
American young people are finding 
themselves year by year. And the sad 
part of this alarming situation is that it 
affects not only the lives of the two in- 
dividuals that are linked together in the 
bonds of matrimony and are not together 
in thought or purpose or desire, but it 
almost invariably damages, or even 
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wrecks, the lives of the children that 
come from such a union. 

It should be recognized that, even un- 
der the most favorable conditions, the 
union of two individuals who, up to the 
time of marriage, have been living their 
own lives and determining their own 
courses of action, necessarily involves 
considerable adjustment. There must be 
many concessions on the part of both 
the members of such a union, for no 
two individuals, no matter how compat- 
ible, are completely in agreement at 
every point. But when there is some 
great difference in viewpoint, such as 
religious conviction or practices that in- 
morality, an enor- 
in the way of 


volve conscience, or 
mous obstacle is placed 
achieving a happy marriage. 


Perhaps one of the reasons why many 
young people fail to see this when they 
contemplate marriage is that they do not 
understand the permanency of marriage 
in God’s sight. They look upon wed- 
lock as a sort of adventure. “If it doesn’t 
work, we can always get a divorce,” they 
say by their actions, if not in so many 
words. But this is not in accord with 
God’s plan. Our Scripture verses for 
this topic bring us the great principles 
that have existed from the very begin- 
ning of creation, that a man and a 
woman are to be linked together in wed- 
lock for life, that this union ¢ brought 
about and blessed by God, and therefore 
two whom God has united are not to 
be separated. Adam first stated this 
principle prophetically as a divine fun- 
damental (Gen. 2:24). They are the 
words of God as shown in Matthew 19:4, 
and in our verses they are the 
words of Christ. Not even one’s closest 
relatives before marriage are to come be- 
tween the wife, and this 
shuts out and every 
other thing of lesser importance. 


lesson 


and his 
individual 


man 
every 


Therefore, as Christian young people, 
who recognize God, not only as our lov- 
ing Father, but also as our supreme ’Cre- 
ator in whom resides all rightful author- 
‘ity concerning His creatures, and who 
look upon the Bible as God’s inspired 
Word, the only infallible rule for faith 
and practice, we need to understand that 
the time to deal with such a situation 
as posed by our topic is not after it 
has occurred but before it happens. 

We need to see that God has a definite 
and complete plan for each one of us, 
and that it involves the matter of life 
partnership as well as every other detail 
of our lives. His Word warns us not to 
be “unequally yoked together with un- 
believers” (2 Cor. 6:14), and this cer- 
tainly includes the marriage relationship 
as well as all other relationships. The 
union of one who believes in the Lord 
Jesus as his or her personal Saviour 
with one who is an unbeliever can only 
bring heartache, suffering, and the im- 
pairment of Christian service. What is 
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more, the union can never reach the 
place of true blessing and joy and peace 
that is possible when both the man and 
the wife are believers and are earnestly 
seeking to do God's will at every point. 
When God asks us to yield our lives and 
our plans and our hopes completely to 
Him (Rom. 12:1, 2; Psa. 37:4, 5), He 
does so, not to deprive us of anything 
that will bring us true joy, but only that 
in His will and from His hands we may 
have the very best. 
pid 

With all this in view, therefore, can 
we not understand that in our close 
friendships and in our dating we must 
be careful to include only those who are 
sincere followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? It is not that we are to ignore 
others or to be discourteous or unkind 
to them, but we need to see that life 
partnerships usually have their roots in 
friendships, and, if we are careful to 
choose our friends only as God directs 
and leads, we can avoid heartaches and 
difficulties that are sure to follow inti- 
mate friendships with those who do not 
know and serve our Lord and Saviour. 


Our meeting should’ not close without 
Some consideration of the very real dif- 
ficulty in which some Christians find 
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themselves today where associations and 
friendships have been encouraged with 
those of another so-called Christian 
faith, but which is diametrically opposed 
to many of the principles of the Protes- 
tant faith. It is perhaps too extreme to 
say that there are no Roman Catholics 
who are not believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But certainly their numbers are 
few. and in most cases recognition of 
Christ is secondary to the worship of 
Mary. The whole drive of the Catholic 
Church is one of complete denial of 
many of the great principles for which 
the Protestant faith stands. The mar- 
riage of a Protestant to a Catholic usually 
results in a complete surrender to Ca- 
tholicism, or to thedestruction of any faith 
that the Protestant may have had be- 
fore wedlock. 

The requirement of the Catholic 
Church that children of such a union 
must be reared in the Catholic faith is 
a capitulation that no true follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ should agree to. 
Therefore, no matter how willing the 
two individuals who are contemplating 
such a union may be to make a success 
of their marriage, they are placing ter- 
rific obstacles in the way of a happy 
marriage. The chances, if vou are the 
Protestant in such a union, that you will 
be able to win over your partner to a 
lively Christian faith after marriage is 
very remote, humanly speaking, and we 
have no right to disobey God by putting 
our necks in such a yoke. 
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Paxson describes beautifully the path- 
way of victory and the life of obedience 
and joy with Christ as the center, both 
the provision and pattern for the daily 
walk. Like a golden cord running 
through these pages, thrilling the heart 
of the reader and inspiring him to 
heights of holiness, is the repeated em- 
phasis that “victory in just one life is 
immeasurable in its extent. Victory in 
your life today will be felt in the life 
of Christians in the islands of the seas. 
It will reverberate throughout the en- 
tire Church of Christ.” What an obliga- 
tion then is ours, as individuals, to live 
this life of “obedience to and dependence 
upon God,” for the sake of the Saviour 
who made it possible and for the enrich- 
ment of His Body of which we are each 
an indispensable part. 


I Believe in Angels. By the Rev. John 
Linton. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) This author 
has again put Christian readers in debt 
by handling an unusual subject in a very 
simple, direct, and Striptural manner. 
Here is another Linton book that warms 
one’s heart as he reads and observes 


how, verse after verse, scores of them, 
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give abundant evidence of the reality of 
angels as recorded in God’s Word. ‘ 

The eighty-five pages cover such 
themes as “The Nature of Angels”; “The 
Work of Angels”; and “The Position of 
Angels.” The conclusion shows how 
practical this faith can be. “Are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation?” just as revealed in Hebrews 
1:14. 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 1 to 7 


Mon.—Deuteronomy 26:1-11. 
Offering the First Fruits. 
PraYeER SucceEstTions: “The first of all 
the fruit of the earth.” The offering of 
the first fruits with confession of God’s 
blessing was an obligation upon Israel 
in the Land of Promise. It is good for 
us to acknowledge God’s mercies on the 
first day of every week by laying apart 
for His name and cause a gift according 
to our prosperity. And since Christ is 
“the firstfruits of them that slept,” let 
us remember the great harvest (souls no 
man can number) that shall awake to 
everlasting life, through our risen Re- 
deemer. At every graveside, let us keep 
in mind His resurrection, and the fact 
that there shall be a resurrection (of 
the just and unjust.) Pray for Eastern 

Baptist College, Philadelphia. 





Tues.—Numbers 29:1-6. 
Old Testament Offerings. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Beside the burnt- 
offering of the month, and his meat- 
offering, and the daily burnt-offering, 
and his meat-offering, and their drink- 
offerings, according unto their manner, 
for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by 
fire unto the Lord.” The solemn feasts 
of Israel and their offerings carefully 
observed kept them in remembrance of 
their need for God as their Saviour. 
These ceremonials were done away in 
Christ, but let us as Christians not for- 
get memorials of our Lord. Of all peo- 
ple, evangelicals should delight to have 
reminders of the Lord's life, death, res- 
urrection, ascension, and return. “Re- 
member . . . Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:8). 
Pray for Grace Bible Institute, Omaha, 
Nebr. 


Wed.—2 Corinthians 8:9-14, 
A Debt to the Master. 
PRAYER SvuGcESTIONS: “Now ‘therefore 
perform the doing of it.” When prom- 
ises are made to God they must be kept. 
It is a first duty to perform our vows. 
God has no delight in the “sacrifice of 
fools” (mere words without deeds). The 
sense of obligation has quite departed 
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from many professing Christians. They 
do not mean yea, when they saye yea. 
Do you keep your promises to God? 
Pray for Grace Theological Seminary, 
Winona Lake, Ind. 


Thurs.—Luke 18:18-30. 
The Choice of a Christian. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lo, we have left 
all, and followed thee.” The apostles 
were first chosen of God, and called, 
before they forsook all and followed 
Him. When a child of God begins to 
realize the meaning and what blessings 
are wrapped up in the same, what a 
difference it makes in his living and 
labors. “Heirs of God, and joint-heirs” 
of Christ with all eternal glories in view, 
will certainly desire the “better country.” 
Do you, mainly, seek things to come? 
Pray for King’s College, King’s College, 
Del. 


Fri.—Luke 10:25-37. 
The Way of a Christian. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Go, and do thou 
likewise.” Doing like Christians do, 
does not make one a Christian. Imita- 
tion of Christian behavior is good as far 
as it goes, but it is like tying presents 
on a Christmas tree. Only a really saved 
person can show forth the virtues of 
Christ. The tree must be good in order 
to bear good fruit. Are you like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, bringing 
forth fruit in season? Pray for Practical 
Bible Training School, Bible School Park, 
| mg 


Sat.—Matthew 25:31-40. 
A Final Judgment. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “The Son of man 
shall come in his glory . and before 
him shall be gathered all nations.” In 
the concluding verses of this chapter we 
have a description of the last judgment. 
Solemn it will be when Christ is seated 
on the throne of His glory, attended by 
His holy angels, to judge the world for 
its iniquity. Since the issues of eter- 
nity are settled before departure from 
this life, it becomes all Christians to 
awake to righteousness and Christian 
duty toward sinners. Read verse 46. 
Pray for Washington Bible Institute, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sun.—Luke 6:35-38. 
As a Christian Gives. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “With the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall 
be measured to you again.’ This prin- 
ciple of giving works out in all .cases 
just as the Lord says it will. This 
may explain gains and losses in Chris- 
tian experience. Giving is as much 
a grace as any other. In fact, it stems 
from Gospel faith, hope, and love. 
“Give, and it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom” 
(Luke 6:38). Pray for the Mission- 
ary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 
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